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I had fully intended to continue our study in getting more out of our Christianity today, but something happened last week when we were in Houston for my sister’s wedding.  On Saturday night, we were researching the churches of Christ in the downtown Houston area.  We found some that supported praise teams and others that were affiliated with the Boston movement.  After an hour of browsing websites and making phone calls, we finally found a congregation we thought was biblically grounded and decided to worship there the next morning.


There were seven members of my family that went to worship the next morning, and we split up for bible study.  Chris and I participated in a study of Ecclesiastes.  The rest of the family went to a study of Revelation.  During our class, we were given an order of worship for the morning services.  We were shocked at what we saw on it.  They had scheduled several women to say prayers during worship.

People argue about whether or not kitchens belong in a church building or what church funds can and cannot be spent on, but when it comes to women praying or speaking in the assembly, the Bible is clear. 


Turn with me if you will to 1 Corinthians 14:34-35.  This is a section of scripture where Paul is instructing the Corinthians in worship.
34The women are to keep silent in the churches; for they are not permitted to speak, but are to subject themselves, just as the Law also says. 35If they desire to learn anything, let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is improper for a woman to speak in church.

The word “speak” in verses 34 and 35 is the Greek word “laleo”.  This is a word that, in its most basic translation, means “an utterance of sound.”  Both Colossians 3:16 and Ephesians 5:19 command all Christians, both men and women, to sing to worship God and to admonish and exhort each other.  Since singing involves the voice, it seems a contradiction that women can sing but not utter a sound.  How can we resolve this?

Look back up at 1 Corinthians 14:27-30.
27If anyone speaks in a tongue, it should be by two or at the most three, and each in turn, and one must interpret; 28but if there is no interpreter, he must keep silent in the church; and let him speak to himself and to God. 29Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others pass judgment. 30But if a revelation is made to another who is seated, the first one must keep silent.

“Laleo” is the same word used in verses 27 and 29 in regard to those speaking in tongues and those who prophecy.  Here, “laleo” means “to use words in order to declare one’s mind and disclose one’s thoughts”, and this is the definition Paul uses in this section of scripture.  Paul says that women are not to address the assembly in any way, shape, or form.


Knowing this, the question then becomes “What is the assembly?”  The Greek word in 1 Cor. 14:35 translated “church” is “ekklesia.” This has two translations in the New Testament: “the called out ones” or “the assembly”.  Generally, “ekklesia” is translated as “the called out ones” because it is used to describe groups of Christians in different parts of the world.


In this whole section of scripture, however, the word “ekklesia” describes the members of the church in Corinth meeting in an assembly.  The whole discussion of orderliness in worship found in 1 Corinthians 14 starts in 11:17, where Paul admonishes the Corinthians for partaking of the Lord’s Supper for the wrong reasons.

So, we can gather from the book of 1 Corinthians that Paul does not allow women to address the assembly during the time set aside for the Lord’s Supper.  For us today, that is the hour we call worship service.


Now, a lot of people try very hard to link this command of Paul’s with some sort of norm of the Middle East and Greek cultures.  They say that, just like Paul’s command that women cover their heads during worship, women not being allowed to speak is just the way it was back then, but it’s okay now.

You might be able to make that claim about women covering their heads, but the Bible is explicit about women not teaching.  In 1 Timothy 2:8-14, if you’ll turn there, we learn why Paul forbids women to teach.
8Therefore I want the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and dissension.  9Likewise, I want women to adorn themselves with proper clothing, modestly and discreetly, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments, 10but rather by means of good works, as is proper for women making a claim to godliness.  11A woman must quietly receive instruction with entire submissiveness. 12But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet. 13For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve. 14And it was not Adam who was deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression.

In this passage, Paul writes that men are to pray.  The word translated “men” in verse 9 is “aner”, meaning “male”, not “antrhopos”, meaning “human being”.  “Anthropos” is the word Paul used up in verses 3-4 where he says

3This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 


Later, in verses 11-14, Paul links his refusal to allow women to speak not with any sort of social norm or custom, but because man was created first.  Moreover, Eve was the first deceived, and she drew Adam into that sin.


A lot of people think Christianity is misogynistic and antiquated.  They want to modernize the bible.  One of the ways they do this is to throw out Paul’s decree that women remain silent in the church. 

This is what the congregation we visited in Houston did, setting scripture aside to “get with the times.”  Antiquated or not, women praying in the assembly is a direct violation of 1 Tim. 2:9.


If you change Paul’s command in 1 Timothy and 1 Corinthians about women remaining silent in the assembly then you might as well throw out the commands that we fellowship together, partake of the Lord’s Supper, and worship God.  We might as well close up shop and head down to the Pentecostal church on the corner where anything you believe is okay.

If you’re going to start here, then where is it going to stop?  A couple of weeks ago, we got a phone call here at the building from another church of Christ in town. They asked if the pastor here at Old Spanish Trail had a chance to look at the material they sent, and whether he or she wanted to participate in their event.  This is how far gone some of the “churches of Christ” are.

When I was a kid, the first congregation we worshipped with in Lafayette had a woman as part of a panel discussing some book to replace the sermon one Sunday night.  When that happened, my Dad and Mom gathered up us kids and we walked out.  At the time, I didn’t see what the problem was.  Now I know better.


That was one of the first steps that church took down the wrong road.  The congregation we went to in Houston had also “forsaken their first love” and “heaped to themselves teachers after their own lusts.”

To conclude this morning, turn with me to 1 Corinthians 14:37-38.  This is how Paul ends his discussion of orderliness in worship services and women remaining silent in the assembly.
37If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, let him recognize that the things which I write to you are the Lord’s commandment. 38But if anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized.

In other words, if you think you’re spiritually mature, you should recognize this as the truth, and not some point of debate.  People have always and will always try to change the word of God and pick and choose which portions are culturally applicable.  We need to be careful to only speak where the Bible speaks and remain silent where the Bible is silent.  That’s what we strive towards here at OST, and that’s why you’ll never see a woman speaking in the assembly here.


If you have a need, please come forward as we stand and sing.
