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Job 7:17-20
17    “What is man that You magnify him, And that You are concerned about him,
18    That You examine him every morning And try him every moment?
19    “Will You never turn Your gaze away from me, Nor let me alone until I swallow my spittle?
20    “Have I sinned? What have I done to You, O watcher of men?
    Why have You set me as Your target, So that I am a burden to myself?
We all know the story of Job.  He was an upright and honest man whom Satan tested with many tragedies.  Satan took all of Job’s material possessions, and then he took Job’s health.  It was after all of this that Job cried out with what we just read.
“Why?  What did I do to deserve this?”  This question is as old as man’s first tears.  Perhaps the most often heard excuse for someone not becoming a Christian is that they can’t believe in a God who would allow such heartache and pain, even among the people that profess to believe in Him.  I had a friend once tell me “I can’t believe in a God who allows young children to suffer and die” or “how can a loving God allow bad things to happen to good people?”.

As with many questions asked by man, the Bible has the answer.  It tells us why God allows sorrows – we only need to find it.
The first reason the Bible shows us is that Suffering keeps this world from becoming too attractive.  Let’s turn to 1 Peter 2:11.

11Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul.
Also, let’s look at Hebrews 11:13-16.  This passage comes just after the “Faith Hall of Fame” – those people put forward by the author as men who lived by faith.

13All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14For those who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a country of their own. 15And indeed if they had been thinking of that country from which they went out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them.
We see in these two passages that we are to see ourselves as spiritual pilgrims in a physical world.  As the song we just sang says, “This world is not my home, I’m just a-passin’ through.”  God has prepared something better for us.
Think about it for a moment.  If there was no suffering in the world today, no one would want to leave it.  We’d never desire a better place – an eternal place – and we wouldn’t prepare ourselves for it.  As it is, there are plenty of people who don’t want to leave this physical world, suffering or not.

I can’t tell you how many teenagers I’ve met who want to live forever, and how many 50 year olds hope they don’t.  It seems as we get older, we start to desire something different, something better, something more.
A second reason that God allows sorrow is that it gives us an occasion to silence the enemies of God.  
When most people suffer, they complain and pity themselves.  What did Job do when Satan tried him, though?  He weathered the storm and he came out of it blessing God instead of cursing Him.

Just as Peter writes in 1 Peter 2:15, it is our job as Christians to silence the ignorance of foolish men.  We can do that by enduring in times of suffering, by not letting our faith falter.  It’s times like these, when we are suffering, that the light of our Christianity can really shine.
Jesus tells us in Matthew 5:14-16
14“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; 15“nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16“Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

When we, as Christians, react differently to suffering and sorrows than most people in the world, people around us see Christ living in us.  This is how we silence the enemies of God, just as Job did with Satan.
Another reason for our suffering is that it brings out the best in man and makes us more appreciative of what God has blessed us with.  It’s so easy to take what God gives us for granted.  I once heard someone say, “Without evil, how could we understand good?”  Without suffering, how could we appreciate life without it?  Suffering helps us receive God’s blessings with gratitude.  

It is through suffering that we can develop our character.  It is at times like this that our Christianity can grow by leaps and bounds.  Paul writes this very thing in Romans 5:3-4, if you’ll turn there.

3And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; 4and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope;
Think about the times in the past, whether it be a personal experience or something that happened to others, when you saw compassion and support being offered by strangers.  Hurricane Katrina, September 11th, the tsunami in Asia.  Compassion comes to the forefront because of suffering.
In Acts 17:28, Paul proclaims that in God “we live and move and have our being.”  God allows us our next breath.  It is only through suffering that we come to value that breath all the more.

Perhaps the most important reason for suffering is that it helps to purify us.  We see this in James 1:2-4.
2Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
Trials and temptations, then, are a gift from God allowing us to become perfect and lack in nothing.  It’s quite a different outlook on sorrow than most people have.  Do you know how the perfection James talks about is achieved?  When we are tested and tried, when we suffer, we have to make a choice:  Do we rely on God, or do we rely on ourselves?  When the people in the world are tested, they don’t have a choice.  They have to look to themselves for strength.  Sometimes they come up short, so they look for strength at the bottom of a bottle or in drugs.
As Christians, not only do we have our Father in heaven to rely on.  We also know that He doesn’t allow us to be tempted past that which we can bear.  We see this in 1 Corinthians 10:13, which says
13No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.
This is one of the main reasons, in my opinion, that God allows sorrows and suffering.  It is an avenue for the perfection of the saints.  To people who don’t believe in God, sorrow is nothing but pain.  There is no other end result.  To the Christian, it is just another of God’s blessings.  It helps us to realize that there is more to life than what is here.  It helps us to prepare for what comes after this life.
In concluding this morning, I’d like to read from Isaiah 55:8-9.
8    “For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
    Nor are your ways My ways,” declares the LORD.
9    “For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
    So are My ways higher than your ways
    And My thoughts than your thoughts.
From man’s perspective, from a physical perspective, it is hard, if not impossible, to understand why God allows sorrows.  From God’s perspective, from a spiritual perspective, it is really easy.

As the invitation this morning, turn with me if you will to Romans 8:35-39.
35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36Just as it is written,
    “For Your sake we are being put to death all day long;
    We were considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
