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This morning I’d like to share with you one of my favorite Sunday school stories.  It’s the story of the Tower of Babel found in Genesis 11:1-9. 
1 Now the whole earth used the same language and the same words. 2 It came about as they journeyed east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3 They said to one another, "Come, let us make bricks and burn them thoroughly." And they used brick for stone, and they used tar for mortar. 4 They said, "Come, let us build for ourselves a city, and a tower whose top will reach into heaven, and let us make for ourselves a name, otherwise we will be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth." 5 The LORD came down to see the city and the tower which the sons of men had built. 6 The LORD said, "Behold, they are one people, and they all have the same language. And this is what they began to do, and now nothing which they purpose to do will be impossible for them. 7 "Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, so that they will not understand one another's speech." 8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from there over the face of the whole earth; and they stopped building the city. 9 Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of the whole earth; and from there the LORD scattered them abroad over the face of the whole earth.

We learn from verse one that, at the time the people tried to build this tower, they shared the same language.  It was because of their common language that they devised a plan to build their tower to reach the heavens.  In verse four, we see that the people decided to build the tower so they could make a name for themselves and so they wouldn’t be scattered across the whole face of the earth.  When the Lord came down to see the tower in verse five, He decided to confuse their language so the tower couldn’t be built.  Then He scattered the people across the face of the whole earth.

Why would God not want the people to build this tower?  Is it because God wanted them to get lost?  No!  God tells us why He kept them from building their tower in verse six.  It’s because they have the same language and can do anything they put their minds to.

There’s one thing that is never explicitly stated, but it is hinted at by what the people say and what the Lord says about them.  The people say they want to make a name for themselves.  If the people were all together, speaking one language, who were they trying to impress with the tower?  Was it themselves?  There was no one else on the face of the earth to see the tower.  They were trying to impress God!  They wanted God to know their name!  In short, I think the people wanted to become equal with God by building their tower to the place where God resides.


Do people still want to be gods today?  Maybe not like the kings of old who actually said they were gods, but people today still act as if they are gods.  They like to control their future and their own salvation.  They like to make their own decisions on how they live and what they do.  People still try to make up their own rules about how the universe was created and how it works so they don’t have to believe what God says.

Even some of those who claim to be religious act like those people building the tower of Babel.  Back then, the people were trying to do something physically to reach heaven.  Nowadays, people still try to do things to reach heaven, although they are trying spiritual things.  They want to reach heaven, but they want to get to heaven on their own terms.  They say things like “I can be saved by praying Jesus into my heart.  Baptism is not necessary for my salvation” or “It doesn’t matter what you believe, as long as you’re a good person, you’ll get to heaven.”

Really, man’s playing at God is a manifestation of man’s selfishness.  If you look back at Genesis 11:4, it says
4 They said, "Come, let us build for ourselves a city, and a tower whose top will reach into heaven, and let us make for ourselves a name, otherwise we will be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth."

You’ll notice the people are thinking only of themselves.  They want to build this tower for themselves.  In 1 Corinthians 10:31, Paul tells us what our Christian attitude should be.
31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.


The people who wanted to build that tower were not building it for the glory of God.  They were building it for their own glory.  How often does that same selfishness prevail today?  How often do people consider themselves before God?  How often do we think about “I” or “us” or “me” instead of God?


This attitude is very different from the one Christ gives us.  Jesus says in Matthew 20:28
28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."
We should mimic Jesus’ spirit of humility in our dealings with each other and with God.  We make up our own rules about life, whether it is religion or the universe, because we don’t like God’s answers.  Instead of changing our actions and way of life to coincide with God’s will, we change God’s will to coincide with our life by becoming God ourselves.  In short, we build our own tower of Babel.  Just like in the Biblical account, division and destruction are sure to follow when we do that.

Going back to the story about the tower of Babel, God realizes the people can accomplish anything they want, including finishing their tower with the top in the heavens.  The people are directly opposing the will of God through their plan, just as Adam and Eve did in the Garden of Eden, just as the people did before the flood, and just as people continue to do today.


When God saw the people doing something that was contrary to His will, could He let them continue?  Do you remember in Acts 9:1-9 when a young Jew named Saul was persecuting the church?  God said that he was kicking against the goads in Acts 26:14.  Paul was supposed to become God’s thirteenth apostle.  Instead, he embarked down another path.  God’s will was not to be frustrated, however.  God made sure His will was accomplished.  The same thing happened in the case of the people and the tower of Babel.  

God has already provided man with the blueprint and materials to get to heaven.  
There’s only one tower man can build that will actually allow him to achieve the goal of those people so long ago.  Any plan devised by man will ultimately fail.


The plan God gave us is simple.  You have to be baptized for the forgiveness of your sins and live the life Jesus did.  If you are ready to start building your tower to heaven this morning, we can help you lay the foundation.  The water is ready.

If you’ve already laid that foundation, but you’ve run into some problems, we are ready to help.  If you need prayers because you struggle with accepting God’s will instead of your own or you can’t stop using the words “I”, “us”, and “we”, let us know.


If you have any need, please come forward as we stand and sing.

