TITUS

Introduction

AUTHOR:  The author of the letter, Paul, clearly names himself in v. 1:1.  This is widely accepted by every serious bible scholar.  Paul identifies himself in every letter he writes, and this is no exception.

RECIPIENT:  The recipient of the letter is named in v. 1:4.  Paul writes this to Titus, Paul's "true son in common faith" (1:4).  This is a rather unique greeting, and is only matched by his reference to Timothy in 1 Timothy 1:2, where Paul writes that Timothy is Paul’s “own son in the faith,” and 2 Timothy 1:2, where Paul writes that Timothy is Paul’s “dearly beloved son.”

We know that Paul did not marry (1 Cor. 7:8), and therefore it is HIGHLY improbable that he had any children.  That he refers to Timothy and Titus as his sons more implies that they were both men after Paul’s own heart.  We know that he did not baptize Timothy (2 Timothy 1:5, Acts 16:1,2), but they spent a lot of time traveling about preaching the gospel.  So, Paul’s reference to Titus being a son does not necessarily imply that Paul converted and baptized him.
While Titus is never mentioned in Acts, we know that he was with Paul at least in Acts 15 for the controversy over circumcision and the Old Law in Jerusalem (Gal. 2:1-5).  We also learn from this passage that he was a Gentile by birth and that he was not circumcised.  This actually means that Paul knew Titus before he knew Timothy, as Timothy first appears in Acts 16.
It is fairly obvious from the writings of Paul that he had great trust and faith in Titus.  He sent Titus to Corinth as his personal emissary to see how they received the first letter Paul wrote to the Corinthians (2 Cor 2:12-13).  From this passage, we see that Paul was very concerned for his well-being when Titus didn’t appear in Troas as expected, and his great relief when he met Titus in Macedonia.  Titus then gave his report to Paul about the Corinthians, and then was ordered back carrying Paul’s second letter who asked Titus to help with the collection for Jerusalem (2 Cor. 7:5-7, 13-15 and 2 Cor. 8:16-9:5).
In the book of Titus, we learn that Paul trusts Titus with the appointing of elders in every city on Crete (Titus 1:5).  Paul asks Titus to play a very integral role to the church being firmly established in Crete—something that Paul would not take lightly or give to just anyone.  Finally, we read in 2 Timothy 4:10, that Paul sent Titus to Dalmatia, apparently to evangelize there.
While nothing of Titus’ death is recorded in the Bible, church tradition states that he returned from Dalmatia and remained in Crete, where he preached and taught until an extremely old age (died c. 96 AD).  This is very possible since he had such an integral role in the establishment of the churches there, it might have been the place he felt closest to.  It is also possible that this is actually where Titus was born and/or raised and that is why Paul left him there and why he returned there.  Some scholars, however, are convinced that he is from Antioch of Syria.

TIME AND PLACE OF WRITING:  The general consensus is that following

his first imprisonment in Rome the apostle Paul was released and

allowed to travel for several years before being arrested again.  The

following itinerary has been proposed by the Ryrie Study Bible:

   * Paul was released from his house arrest in Rome (where we find him

     at the end of Acts), probably because his accusers did not choose

     to press their charges against him before Caesar (Ac 24:1; 28:30).

     Their case, therefore, was lost by default, and Paul was freed.

   * Paul visited Ephesus, left Timothy there to supervise the

     churches, and went on to Macedonia (northern Greece).

   * From there he wrote 1 Timothy (1 Ti 1:3).

   * He visited Crete, left Titus there to supervise those churches,

     and went to Nicopolis in Achaia (southern Greece, Ti 3:12).

   * Either from Macedonia or Nicopolis, he wrote this letter to 

     encourage Titus.

   * He visited Troas (2 Ti 4:13), where he was suddenly arrested,

     taken to Rome, imprisoned, and finally beheaded.

   * From Rome, during this second imprisonment, he wrote 2 Timothy.

It is guessed, but not firmly proven, that Paul wrote this letter from Corinth or Macedonia between 63 and 66 A.D.
PURPOSE OF THE EPISTLE:  This epistle, like 1 Timothy, is written to encourage and instruct one of Paul’s “sons.”  In most of the first chapter of Titus, Paul instructs Timothy in the appointing of elders.  In chapter two, Paul tells Titus how to instruct everyone else.  Towards the end of the chapter, Paul writes an exhortative passage (v. 11-14) and reminds Titus how he should be (v. 15).  Paul’s instruction to Titus lasts through most of the last chapter of the book (3:1-11).  The last verses of the book give instruction to Titus as to Paul’s plans and the prayer that he ends most of his books with.
Chapter One

The Basics (vss. 1-4)

I think it is very interesting that Paul, who writes this to Titus without naming anyone else to read it, goes through the exercise of saying he is an apostle and proclaiming that he has eternal life because God has promised it.  These are words that would be encouraging to Titus, but would be even more encouraging to those weaker in the faith (such as the believers in Crete).  It seems to me that Paul is writing this to Titus, but he expects others to read it as well.  Titus already knew all of this stuff, but those others reading it might not.  It was very common in those days to have circuit readings of letters (move from one church to another to be read).  Paul might have suspected that this letter would make the rounds.  Perhaps he even thought that it would be preserved for future generations to read as well.
Appointment of Elders (vss. 5-9)

Paul quickly gets to the main point of the reason he left Titus in Crete.  It is to appoint elders in every city.  He gives Titus a “checklist” to go by as to men who are qualified to lead God’s church:

Titus 1:6  If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of riot or unruly.  7  For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not selfwilled, not soon angry (patient in Timothy), not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre;  8  But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate;  9  Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.
A list of qualifications also appears in 1 Timothy.  In the passage above from Titus, I have italicized those qualification appearing only in Titus, and bolded those in both.

An interesting note about the appointment of elders is that Paul has Titus appoint them in every city (not every congregation).  This could be because there is only one congregation in each city.  However, in Acts 15, we know that Peter and the elders in Jerusalem met to discuss the Old Law.  It seems there was only one set of elders in a city the size of Jerusalem, which had thousands of members.
False Teachers (vss. 10-16)
The last of Paul’s checklist, to be able to uphold sound doctrine, leads right into his diatribe against false teachers.  Paul tells Titus to sharply rebuke those people preaching that the old law still had to be fulfilled.  Being a witness to the decisions made in Acts 15, Titus had a unique position in being able to say that he knew what they were preaching was wrong.  He was there when the decisions were made.  Only four things carried over from the old law and none of those was circumcision.  In vs. 16, Paul writes that they profess to know God, but in act deny him.  Sound like anyone around nowadays?  

Vs. 12 has Paul quoting a Cretan prophet.  Paul was an educated man who often turned popular sayings and objects of the time against the audience he spoke/wrote to.  Immediately coming to mind are his talk in Athens (Acts 17:23) and the numerous times he quotes the Old Testament to Jews.

Chapter 2

OUTLINE

I. INTRODUCTION (1-4)

   A. FROM PAUL (1-3)

      1. A servant of God and apostle of Jesus Christ (1a)

      2. According to... (1b)

         a. The faith of God's elect

         b. The acknowledgment of the truth which is according to 

            godliness

      3. In hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie... (2-3)

         a. Promised before time began

         b. In due time has manifested His Word

            1) Through preaching

            2) Which was committed to him according to the commandment

               of God

   B. TO TITUS (4)

      1. His true son in their common faith (4a)

      2. Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Jesus Christ

         our Savior (4b)

II. CONCERNING ELDERS (5-9)

   A. THE REASON TITUS WAS LEFT IN CRETE (5)

      1. To set in order the things that are lacking (5a)

      2. To appoint elders in every city as Paul commanded him (5b)

   B. QUALIFICATIONS OF ELDERS (6-9)

      1. Positive qualifications

         a. Blameless

         b. The husband of one wife

         c. Having faithful children not accused of dissipation or

            insubordination

         d. Blameless as a steward of God

         e. Hospitable

         f. A lover of what is good

         g. Sober-minded

         h. Just

         i. Holy

         j. Self-controlled

         k. Holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught

         l. Able by sound doctrine to exhort and convict those who

            contradict

      2. Negative qualifications

         a. Not self-willed

         b. Not quick-tempered

         c. Not given to wine

         d. Not violent

         e. Not greedy for money

III. CONCERNING FALSE TEACHERS (10-16)

   A. THEIR CHARACTER (10-13a)

      1. Insubordinate (10a)

      2. Idle talkers and deceivers, especially those of the 

         circumcision (10b-11)

         a. Whose mouths must be stopped

         b. For they subvert whole households

         c. For they teach things which they ought not, for the sake of

            dishonest gain

      3. They live up to the estimation of one of Crete's own prophets:

         "Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons." (12-

         13a)

   B. THEIR CONDEMNATION (13b-16)

      1. They are to be rebuked sharply (13b-14)

         a. That they may be sound in the faith

         b. That they not give heed to Jewish fables and commandments

            of men

      2. To the pure all things are pure... (15)

         a. But to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is

            pure

         b. But even their mind and conscience are defiled

      3. They profess to know God... (16)

         a. But in works they deny Him

         b. Being abominable, disobedient, and disqualified for every

            good work

REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER

1) What are the main points of this chapter?

   - Introduction (1-4)

   - Concerning elders (5-9)

   - Concerning false teachers (10-16)

2) In keeping with what two things was Paul a servant of God and an

   apostle of Jesus Christ? (1)

   - The faith of God's elect

   - The acknowledgment of the truth which is according to godliness

3) What is said about eternal life and God's Word? (2-3)

   - Eternal life was promised before time began

   - His Word was manifested in due time through preaching

4) How does Paul describe Titus? (4)

   - My true son in our common faith

5) What were the two reasons Titus had been left in Crete? (5)

   - To set in order the things that are lacking

   - To appoint elders in every city

6) What are the positive qualifications for elders? (6-9)

   - Blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not

     accused of dissipation or insubordination, blameless as a steward

     of God, hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-minded, just,

     holy, self-controlled, holding fast the faithful word as he has

     been taught, able by sound doctrine to exhort and convict those 

     who contradict

7) What are the negative qualifications for elders? (6-9)

   - Not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not given to wine, not 

     violent, not greedy for money

8) Who especially in Crete were insubordinate, idle talkers, and 

   deceivers? (10)

   - Those of the circumcision

9) Why must their mouths be stopped? (11)

   - They were subverting whole households, teaching things they ought

     not, for dishonest gain

10) What had one of the Cretan prophets said? (12)

   - "Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons."

11) What was Titus to do with these false teachers? (13)

   - Rebuke them sharply

12) What two reasons are given for extending such rebuke? (13-14)

   - That they may be sound in the faith

   - That they not give heed to Jewish fables and commandments of men

13) What is said of the pure?  Of those who are defiled and 

    unbelieving? (15)

   - All things are pure

   - Nothing is pure; even their mind and conscience is defiled

14) How did some who professed to know God actually deny Him? Why? (16)

   - In their works

   - They were abominable, disobedient, and disqualified for every good

     work

    Chapter Two

OBJECTIVES IN STUDYING THIS CHAPTER

1) To note the various instructions pertaining to proper Christian 

   conduct

2) To observe how the grace of God does not give us license to sin, but

   is designed to produce sober, righteous, and godly lives

SUMMARY

Having reviewed the qualifications of elders and their work, Paul

exhorts Titus to "speak the things which are proper for sound

doctrine."  Such things include the proper conduct expected of

Christians, both male and female, young and old, and of those who are 

servants.  Even Titus was to present himself as a pattern of good works

for others to follow, which would also serve to silence any opponents

of the faith (1-10).

Paul then writes of the grace of God that brings salvation to all men.

This wonderful grace instructs us to deny ungodliness and worldly 

lusts, choosing instead to live soberly, righteously and godly.  It 

also encourages us to look forward to the blessed hope we have related 

to the glorious appearing of Jesus Christ, who gave Himself to redeem 

us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself a special people who 

are zealous for good works.  These things Titus was to teach with all 

authority, allowing none to despise him for doing so (11-15).

OUTLINE

I. INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING CHRISTIAN CONDUCT (1-10)

   A. THE OLDER MEN (1-2)

      1. Titus is to speak things proper for sound doctrine (1)

      2. The older men are to be... (2)

         a. Sober, reverent, temperate

         b. Sound in faith, love, patience

   B. THE OLDER WOMEN (3-4a)

      1. In similar way they are to be reverent in behavior (3a)

         a. Not slanderers

         b. Not given to much wine

      2. They are to be teachers of good things, and admonish the young

         women (3b-4a)

   C. THE YOUNG WOMEN (4b-5)

      1. They are to love their husbands and their children (4b)

      2. They are to be... (5)

         a. Discreet, chaste, homemakers

         b. Good, obedient to their own husbands

         ...that the word of God may not be blasphemed

   D. THE YOUNG MEN (6-8)

      1. In a similar way they are to be sober-minded (6)

      2. In all things Titus is to be a pattern of good works (7a-8)

         a. In doctrine showing integrity, reverence, incorruptibility

         b. With sound speech that cannot be condemned

            1) So that any opponent may be ashamed

            2) Having nothing evil to say of him

   E. THE SERVANTS (9-10)

      1. They are to be... (9-10a)

         a. Obedient to their masters

         b. Well pleasing in all things, not answering back

         c. Not pilfering, but showing fidelity in all things

      2. So they can adorn the doctrine of God in all things (10b)

II. THE INSTRUCTION OF THE GRACE OF GOD (11-15)

   A. THE GRACE OF GOD HAS APPEARED (11)

      1. That which brings salvation (11a)

      2. It has appeared to all men (11b)

   B. THE GRACE OF GOD TEACHES US (12-14)

      1. To deny ungodliness and worldly lusts (12a)

      2. To live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age

         (12b)

      3. To look for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our 

         great God and Savior Jesus Christ (13)

         a. Who gave Himself for us (14a)

         b. That He might...

            1) Redeem us from every lawless deed (14b)

            2) Purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for

               good works (14c)

   C. TITUS' RESPONSIBILITY (15)

      1. Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke with all authority 

         (15a)

      2. Let no despise him (15b)

REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER

1) What are the main points of this chapter?

   - Instruction concerning Christian conduct (1-10)

   - The instruction of the grace of God (11-15)

2) What was Titus expected to speak? (1)

   - Things which are proper for sound doctrine

3) What was expected of the older men? (2)

   - To be sober, reverent, temperate, sound in faith, in love, in 

     patience

4) What was expected of the older women? (3-4)

   - To be reverent, not slanderers, not given to much wine

   - To be teachers of good things, admonishing the young women

5) What was expected of the younger women? (4-5)

   - To love their husbands, to love their children

   - To be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own 

     husbands

6) Why were the younger women to behave this way? (5)

   - That the word of God may not be blasphemed

7) What was Titus to exhort the young men? (6)

   - To be sober-minded

8) What was Titus expected to do? (7-8)

   - To be a pattern of good works

   - To show integrity, reverence and incorruptibility in his doctrine

   - To have sound speech that cannot be condemned

9) What was expected of those who were servants? (9-10)

   - To be obedient to their masters

   - To be well pleasing in all things

   - Not to answer back, not pilfering, but showing fidelity

10) By behaving this way, what were the servants actually doing? (10)

   - Adorning the doctrine of God our Savior in all things

11) What does the grace of God teach us? (11-13)

   - To deny ungodliness and worldly lusts

   - To live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age

   - To look for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great

     God and Savior Jesus Christ

12) Why did Jesus give Himself for us? (14)

   - To redeem us from every lawless deed

   - To purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good

     works

13) How was Titus to speak these things? (15)

   - By exhorting and rebuking with all authority, letting no one 

     despise him

    Chapter Three

OBJECTIVES IN STUDYING THIS CHAPTER

1) To review responsibilities Christians have toward those in authority

   and others in general

2) To consider how one is saved by God's mercy, through the washing of

   regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit

3) To notice the emphasis on being careful to maintain good works,

   while avoiding things that are unprofitable and useless (including

   some individuals)

SUMMARY

In this final chapter Paul instructs Titus to remind the brethren 

concerning their duties toward those in authority and men in general

(1-2).  Exhortations to gentleness and humility toward all men is made

with a reminder that we too were once like those in the world (3).  We 

have been saved, not by our own works of righteousness, but by the

mercy of God who saved us through the washing of regeneration and 

renewing of the Holy Spirit (4-5).  The Spirit has been poured out 

abundantly on us, so that we who are justified might become heirs 

according to the hope of eternal life (6-7).  Paul also wants Titus to

affirm constantly that those who have believed in God should be

diligent in their good works (8).  At the same time, foolish disputes

and divisive men are to be avoided, for such are unprofitable and

useless (9-11).

The epistle closes with personal remarks and greetings.  Titus is

encouraged to come to Nicopolis as soon as Artemas or Tychicus have

arrived, for Paul has chosen to winter there (12).  In the meantime,

Titus is to send Zenas and Apollos on their journey with haste (13).  

Yet another exhortation is given to have the brethren learn to maintain

good works, meeting urgent needs, so they may not be unfruitful.  Paul 

then passes along greetings to Titus from those with him, and sends 

similar greetings to those who love the brethren (13-14).  A final 

benediction regarding grace ends the letter (15).

OUTLINE

I. INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE BRETHREN IN GENERAL (1-11)

   A. CONCERNING PROPER CONDUCT (1-2)

      1. Toward those in authority (1)

         a. Be subject to and obey rulers and authorities

         b. Be ready for every good work

      2. Toward all men (2)

         a. Speak evil of no one

         b. Be peaceable, gentle, showing humility to all

   B. REASONS TO HEED SUCH EXHORTATIONS (3-11)

      1. In view of our past conduct (3)

         a. We were once foolish, disobedient and deceived

         b. We served various lust and pleasures

         c. We lived in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another

      2. In view of our salvation (4-7)

         a. We were saved according to God's kindness, love and mercy,

            not by works of righteousness which we have done (4-5)

         b. We were saved through the washing of regeneration and 

            renewing of the Holy Spirit (5-7)

            1) Whom God poured out abundantly through Jesus our Savior

            2) That being justified by grace we should become heirs

               according to the hope of eternal life

      3. In view of what is good and profitable (8)

         a. Those who have believed in God should be careful to 

            maintain good works

         b. This is a faithful saying, and should be affirmed

            constantly

      4. In view of what is unprofitable and useless (9-11)

         a. Foolish disputes, genealogies, contentions, and strivings

            about the law are to be avoided (9)

         b. A divisive man is to be rejected after two admonitions 

            (10-11)

            1) For such is warped and sinning

            2) And is self-condemned

II. CONCLUDING REMARKS (12-15)

   A. FINAL INSTRUCTIONS (12-14)

      1. To meet him at Nicopolis, after the arrival of Artemas or

         Tychicus (12)

      2. To send Zenas and Apollos on their journey with haste, lacking

         nothing (13)

      3. To aid others in learning to maintain good works, meeting 

         urgent needs, so as not to be unfruitful (14)

   B. FINAL GREETINGS, AND A PRAYER (15)

      1. Greetings from those with Paul

      2. Greetings to those who love the brethren in the faith

      3. Grace be with you all. Amen.

REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER

1) What are the main points of this chapter?

   - Instructions for the brethren in general (1-11)

   - Concluding remarks (12-15)

2) What are the responsibilities of Christians toward rulers and 

   authorities? (1)

   - To be subject to them, to obey, to be ready for every good work

3) How should Christians conduct themselves toward men in general? (2)

   - To speak evil of none, to be peaceable, gentle, and humble toward

     all

4) What should help us to be gentle and humble toward others? (3)

   - We ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, deceived

   - We had served various lusts and pleasures

   - We had been hateful and hating one another

5) What else should remind us to be humble? (4-5)

   - We were saved, not by works of righteousness which we have done,

     but according to the kindness, love and mercy of God

6) How has God in mercy saved us? (5)

   - Through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 

     Spirit

7) Why has God poured out the Holy Spirit abundantly on us? (6-7)

   - That having been justified by His grace, we should become heirs

     according to the hope of eternal life (cf. Ga 4:6-7; Ro 8:15-17)

8) What faithful saying did Paul want Titus to affirm constantly? (8)

   - Those who have believed in God should be careful to maintain good

     works

9) What was Titus to avoid?  Why? (9)

   - Foolish disputes, genealogies, contentions, and strivings about 

     the law

   - They are unprofitable and useless

10) Who was Titus to reject after two admonitions?  Why? (10-11)

   - A divisive man

   - Such a person is warped and sinning, being self-condemned

11) Where did Paul want Titus to join him? (12)

   - Nicopolis

12) Who was Titus to send along on their journey with haste, lacking 

    nothing? (13)

   - Zenas the lawyer and Apollos

13) What did Paul want Christians to learn? (14)

   - To maintain good works, to meet urgent needs

14) Who sent greetings to Titus?  Who did Paul send greetings to? (15)

   - All who with him

   - Those who love the brethren in the faith

15) What prayer did Paul offer as he closed this letter? (15)

   - Grace be with you all.  Amen.

