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Turn with me to the book of Ephesians.   This is Paul’s letter of exhortation and teaching.  If you read through the first five chapters, he talks about the calling of Christ, the glory of such a calling, and the life that should naturally flow out of it.  This morning we’ll start in Ephesians 6:10.

10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.


Paul uses this verse as a bridge between the physical nature of most of the book and the spiritual nature of the next 7 verses.  He makes it very clear here in the last chapter of Ephesians that there is more to someone’s Christianity than what one does in the body.  Christians striving to live the kind of life Paul just talked about are constantly involved in a spiritual battle.


With every battle, whether it is a physical one or a spiritual one, there are certain things that are integral to the fight.  First, you have to have an enemy – someone to fight – and you have to have a battlefield.  You also have to have a weapon to fight with and protection from your enemy’s weapons.  Last, someone has to win.  We’re going to look at each of these five parts of warfare this morning.

Ephesians 6:11-12 tells us who we’re fighting and where that battle is taking place.

 11Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. 12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.

Verse 11 tells us that our enemy is the devil.  We learn from 1 Peter that “the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”  He’s been at his business for a long, long time and he’s gotten good at it.  In fact, he’s so good that many people today don’t even believe he exists.  There’s a line in a movie that I’ve always liked, and I’ve mentioned this to a few people before.  It goes, “The greatest trick the Devil ever pulled was convincing the world he doesn’t exist.”

I agree that he might not have a pointy tail and carry a pitchfork, but you’re doing yourself a great disservice if you don’t think Satan really exists.  The first rule of warfare is to never underestimate your opponent.


If you’ve never read the Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis, I highly recommend it.  It’s a great book that shows just how cunning and crafty Satan can be in trying to get us to fall for one of his lies.  One of the themes that run through the book is that Satan doesn’t worry about the people he’s already got.  He concentrates his time and effort and tempting Christians and getting them to fall away.


Back to Ephesians, verse 12 also tells us where this spiritual warfare is taking place: the heavenly places.  If you turn back a page or two to Ephesians 1:18-20, we see that we are not alone in the heavenly places, either.
18I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might 20which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,

Jesus is there with us in the heavenly places, and we can seek His help whenever we need to.  Remember, he was tempted just like we are, yet he remained without sin.

Hebrews 4:16 tells us to 
16draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.


Now that we’ve talked about whom we’re fighting and where the battle is taking place, let’s look at our weapons and our protection.  We read about this in Ephesians 6:13-17.

13Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14Stand firm therefore,  having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

You may have heard sermons before about this section of scripture, and how Paul didn’t pick these particular pieces of armor on accident.  Our protection is modeled on the armor Roman soldiers wore when they went into combat.  The soldiers guarding Paul in prison probably wore these exact pieces of equipment.

Christians have a belt of truth, a breastplate of righteousness, sandals of peace, a shield of faith, and a helmet of salvation.  Each of these things – truth, righteousness, peace, faith, and salvation – offer Christians a measure of protection, just as a belt, a breastplate, sandals, a shield, and a helmet offer soldiers a measure of protection.


Hearing the truth is what allowed us to become Christians in the first place and escape Satan’s clutches.  Righteousness is what keeps us from continually sinning.  Peace allows us to keep ourselves steady on the goal when life starts to get a little rocky.  Our faith gives us our hope that things will get better.  And our salvation was promised to us by God.  It is these things that offer us protection when Satan uses the weapons in his arsenal against us.


But we also have something to strike back with.  Verse 17 tells us that our weapon is  a sword – and it’s not just any sword.  It is the sword of the Spirit, the word of God.  The Bible is our sword.  We use it to wage our war against Satan and his minions.  Look back over to Hebrews 4, this time to verse12.

12For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.


This is the weapon we carry.  It’s a weapon that can divide soul from spirit.  Don’t say that God hasn’t given you the tools you need to live and fight as a Christian.

Do any of you remember playing Capture the Flag in gym class?  When we played, we’d split into two teams.  Each team had a flag that the other team would try and steal.  The teacher would also throw out about 10 balls.  If you got hit with one of those, you had to go to jail, or if someone from the other team pulled you into their territory, you had to go to jail.  If someone from your team ran across and made it to jail, they could save you and bring you back across to your side.


That’s the kind of struggle we’re in right now.  Nearly the entire world is in Satan’s jail, and we have to run across and save them one at a time.  The way we do that is with the Bible.


The last thing to look at this morning is the victory.  Someone has to win every battle.  Since you came to services this morning, I’ll let you in on a little secret.  We already know who wins!  Look at Revelation 17:14.

14“These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, because He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those who are with Him are the called and chosen and faithful.”

Jesus wins!  Jesus and all who are with Him.  You’ve probably heard the saying, “You may have won the battle, but you haven’t won the war.”  Quite the opposite is true here.  Satan can still win battles without winning the war.  Every time a Christian turns away from the faith, or every time someone listens to the gospel and doesn’t follow it, Satan has won. We have to constantly be on our guard that he doesn’t snare us. 

We’re all involved in this spiritual warfare.  The question is – what part are you playing?  Are you fighting for God or against Him?  Or are you stuck in Satan’s jail? 

If you’re the latter, we can help.  You can free yourself from your shackles with a confession of the Christ and your baptism.  We can fit you with your own set of armor so you can properly fight the war in which you find yourself.


If you’re already a Christian this morning, ask yourself if you’re fighting for the Lord like you should be.  Are you arming yourself with the word of God and putting on God’s armor to fight?  The Lord gave us a command to wage this war in the Great Commission.  Are you following orders?

Lastly, remember that Satan doesn’t have to keep you from doing something.  He’s already won if you do nothing at all.  If you have any need, will you please come forward as we stand and sing.
