
Sainthood


How it is supported:
This comes off of “Newadvent.org”, a Catholic apologetics website:

“Canonization in the Catholic Church is quite another thing. The Catholic Church canonizes or beatifies only those whose lives have been marked by the exercise of heroic virtue, and only after this has been proved by common repute for sanctity and by conclusive arguments. The chief difference, however, lies in the meaning of the term canonization, the Church seeing in the saints nothing more than friends and servants of God whose holy lives have made them worthy of His special love. She does not pretend to make gods (cf. Eusebius Emisenus, Serm. de S. Rom. M.; Augustine, De Civitate Dei, XXII, x; Cyrill. Alexandr., Contra Jul., lib. VI; Cyprian, De Exhortat. martyr.; Conc. Nic., II, act. 3). 

The true origin of canonization and beatification must be sought in the Catholic doctrine of the worship (cultus), invocation, and intercession of the saints. As was taught by St. Augustine (Quaest. in Heptateuch., lib. II, n. 94; Contra Faustum, lib. XX, xxi), Catholics, while giving to God alone adoration strictly so-called, honour the saints because of the Divine supernatural gifts which have earned them eternal life, and through which they reign with God in the heavenly fatherland as His chosen friends and faithful servants. In other words, Catholics honour God in His saints as the loving distributor of supernatural gifts. The worship of latria (latreia), or strict adoration, is given to God alone; the worship of dulia (douleia), or honour and humble reverence, is paid the saints; the worship of hyperdulia (hyperdouleia), a higher form of dulia, belongs, on account of her greater excellence, to the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Church (Aug., Contra Faustum, XX, xxi, 21; cf. De Civit. Dei, XXII, x) erects her altars to God alone, though in honour and memory of the saints and martyrs. There is Scriptural warrant for such worship in the passages where we are bidden to venerate angels (Exodus 23:20 sqq.; Joshua 5:13 sqq.; Daniel 8:15 sqq.; 10:4 sqq.; Luke 2:9 sqq.; Acts 12:7 sqq.; Revelation 5:11 sqq.; 7:1 sqq.; Matthew 18:10; etc.), whom holy men are not unlike, as sharers of the friendship of God. And if St. Paul beseeches the brethren (Romans 15:30; 2 Corinthians 1:11; Colossians 4:3; Ephesians 6:18-19) to help him by their prayers for him to God, we must with even greater reason maintain that we can be helped by the prayers of the saints, and ask their intercession with humility. If we may beseech those who still live on earth, why not those who live in heaven?”
To be canonized, a person must
1. Be dead for at least 5 years.

2. An inquiry into the piousness of the individual must be conducted (to make sure there are no skeletons in the closet).

3. Proof must be given that the person has performed a miracle AFTER DEATH.

4. The Pope must publicly acknowledge that the person is venerable (worthy of venerating).

5. Proof must be given and certified by the Catholic church that a 2nd miracle has been performed by the individual AFTER DEATH.

6. The Pope makes them a saint.

It’s important to note that most Catholic church scholars and “knowledgeable” Catholics will freely admit that we are all called to be saints.  Most will finish that thought by saying that we aren’t all saints, though.

Most run-of-the-mill Catholics will not even claim they are saints, believing saints are revered elite whom this person has nothing in common with.

Some passages they will use to convince us that this is all okay are

Daniel 8:15-17, Joshua 5:13-15, Luke 2:9-11 – These passages show that it is okay for us to venerate and worship angels.  Since we can do that, then worshipping dead saints is okay as well.

Romans 15:30, 2 Corinthians 1:11, Colossians 4:3, Ephesians 6:18-19 – In these passages, Paul asks for the saints to pray for him, so that he might escape his imprisonment.  This means that the prayers of people can affect outcomes.  If people on earth can pray for us, than why can’t the saints who are in heaven?

How to refute this:
The term translated “saint” or “saints” is the Greek word hagios.  This means “holy ones.”  The NT writers use the word to describe anyone who is a child of God (Romans 1:7, 1 Cor. 1:2, 2 Cor. 1:1).
The following comes from Greg Gwin, a moderator on BibleForum.com, presented by the Hillview church of Christ in Nashville, TN.

Who Is A "Saint"? 
Greg Gwin
Question: Is it proper to use the term "saints" to refer to all Christians, or is this title reserved for and assigned posthumously to those of extraordinary character and ability? 

Answer: Our understanding of this term has been altered significantly by the teaching and practice of the Catholic Church. The modern dictionary definition reflects this influence: "one of...exceptional holiness of life formally recognized by the...church as having attained an exalted position in heaven...entitled to veneration on earth". This is clearly not true to the Bible usage of the word.

"Saint" comes from the Greek word ‘hagios’ which is taken from the same root as the terms holy and sanctified. Each of these suggests being set apart or dedicated to a specific purpose or cause, and thus describes every Christian.

In his Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, W. E. Vine says "this is not an attainment, it is a state...it designates all believers and is not applied merely to persons of exceptional holiness, or to those who, having died, were characterized by exceptional acts of saintliness".

To confirm that this view is correct, note that 1st Corinthians is addressed to "those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling" (1 Cor. 1:2 - NASV). Yet these same "saints" were guilty of contentions (1:11), carnal mindedness (3:1-3), toleration of sin (5:1-2), desecration of the Lord's Supper (11:17-34), etc. Yes, all of the Christians at Corinth were saints, but not all were living as God desired. In fact Paul said: "Shall I praise you in this? I praise you not" (11:22). They were all saints, but they were not all praiseworthy.

So, the term "saint" has been perverted through the centuries. But, according to the Bible, it is proper to use the term "saint" to refer to all true Christians. The challenge is for us all to live up to the true definition of the word.

