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There was a bad snowstorm in northern Texas one year.  On Sunday morning, only the preacher and one old rancher showed up to services.  It was time to begin, so the preacher said, “Well, I guess we’ll go ahead and start.”  So, he got up and thundered away on his sermon, as well as singing a dozen songs, and doing everything else that morning.  After the service was over, he asked the rancher what he thought of everything.  The rancher said, “I thought it was real good, but I do have to say this.  When I’m out feeding the cattle, if only two or three show up, I don’t throw down the whole bale of hay.”

I’m glad to see you all here this morning.  I know that there’s probably somewhere else you could be, spending this time with family right now.  Just so you know, I do intend to give you the whole bale of hay this morning.  I figure if you had the desire and drive to come this morning, then you deserve the best I can do.

I’ve always enjoyed studying the lives of Christians in the Bible because it gives me a concrete example I can follow.  I know I’m supposed to do all things for the Lord, but it is much easier for me to see how Paul, John, or Phillip did that and mimic their pattern.

This morning, I’d like to take a look at Philip.  He’s only mentioned a handful of times in the Bible.  He first comes upon the scene in Acts 6:1-5, if you’ll turn there with me.

1Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint arose on the part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native Hebrews, because their widows were being overlooked in the daily serving of food. 2So the twelve summoned the congregation of the disciples and said, “It is not desirable for us to neglect the word of God in order to serve tables. 3“Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task. 4“But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5The statement found approval with the whole congregation; and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch.


We learn here that Philip is one of the seven men chosen to conduct this act of benevolence toward the Hellenistic Jewish widows.  Since he was chosen, he had to be of good reputation and full of the Spirit and wisdom.


When a persecution arose in the church just after Stephen was stoned, Philip ended up in Samaria preaching the gospel, as can be seen in Acts 8:1-8.

1Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him to death.  And on that day a great persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2Some devout men buried Stephen, and made loud lamentation over him. 3But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house, and dragging off men and women, he would put them in prison.  4Therefore, those who had been scattered went about preaching the word. 5Philip went down to the city of Samaria and began proclaiming Christ to them. 6The crowds with one accord were giving attention to what was said by Philip, as they heard and saw the signs which he was performing. 7For in the case of many who had unclean spirits, they were coming out of them shouting with a loud voice; and many who had been paralyzed and lame were healed. 8So there was much rejoicing in that city.

The first thing we can learn about Philip from this is that he wasn’t content just “to serve tables,” as Acts 6:2 says.  He took the opportunities God gave him to do more for the Lord.  Instead of cowering in fear after the persecution arose in the church, he went forth to preach the gospel in boldness.

Later, God had a specific task he wanted Philip to handle, which we read about in Acts 8:26-40.
26But an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip saying, “Get up and go south to the road that descends from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a desert road.) 27So he got up and went; and there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure; and he had come to Jerusalem to worship, 28and he was returning and sitting in his chariot, and was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go up and join this chariot.” 30Philip ran up and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and said, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31And he said, “Well, how could I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32Now the passage of Scripture which he was reading was this:
    “He was led as a sheep to slaughter; And as a lamb before its shearer is silent, So He does not open His mouth.  33 “In humiliation His judgment was taken away; Who will relate His generation?  For His life is removed from the earth.”
34The eunuch answered Philip and said, “Please tell me, of whom does the prophet say this? Of himself or of someone else?” 35Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him. 36As they went along the road they came to some water; and the eunuch said*, “Look! Water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 37And Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 38And he ordered the chariot to stop; and they both went down into the water, Philip as well as the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; and the eunuch no longer saw him, but went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he kept preaching the gospel to all the cities until he came to Caesarea.

The final time Philip is mentioned in the Bible is in Acts 21:8, where we learn that he still lives in Caesarea.
8On the next day we left and came to Caesarea, and entering the house of Philip the evangelist, who was one of the seven, we stayed with him.


Besides Philip’s desire to do more, what can we learn from his example?  I think one of the most important things we can glean from Philip’s example is how to have the proper attitude needed to reach others.

We can see from Acts 8:26-27 that Philip was an obedient man.  When the angel of the Lord came to him and told him to get up and go to meet the eunuch, that’s exactly what Philip did.  He didn’t complain.  He didn’t ask if it was really him that was supposed to go. The distance Philip had to travel to reach the spot the angel told him about was 50 miles.  That was a multi-day trip back then.  There had to be an evangelist closer that could have reached the eunuch faster.  Philip didn’t mention any of that, though.   He simply did what he was told.  Like Philip, we must develop a submissive attitude to the Lord’s will.  We must be willing to do what God wants, not what we want.

Another aspect of the proper attitude needed to reach others is that he was willing to teach one as well as the many.  Philip had a very large, successful ministry in Samaria, as can be seen in Acts 8:5-8.  To most people, it wouldn’t make sense to leave all those people to go teach one individual.  Philip not only makes the trip without question, but he realizes that this is another soul that can be saved.  In effect, he leaves the 99 sheep to find the one, as seen in the parable in Luke 15.  Likewise, we must also realize that one soul is a large enough crowd to worry about.

A third aspect of Philip’s desire to reach others is that he was unprejudiced.  Even though the eunuch was a proselyte, he still wasn’t all Jewish.  That means he was little better than the Gentiles.  A devout Jew, a scribe or a Pharisee, wouldn’t be caught dead talking to that eunuch.  We can even see later on in the book of Acts that it takes a miracle for Peter to go talk to the first Gentile convert who didn’t proselytize first.  Yet, Philip just sees this eunuch as another lost soul, and someone in need of the gospel.  We also need to develop this color-blind approach to evangelism.  It doesn’t matter the size of the pocketbook, the color of someone’s skin, the language that they speak, or anything else about a person.  We are commanded to preach the gospel to all because everyone needs to hear it.


The last aspect Philip had in his attitude toward others is that he felt a true urgency to reach out to others.  If you look at Acts 8:30, it says that Philip “ran up” to the chariot after he was told to meet the eunuch.  He knew the urgency of the eunuch’s need, and he didn’t waste any time because there was none to waste.  Philip needed to get to the eunuch to preach the gospel, not only for the eunuch’s soul, but also because Philip felt the burning inside of him that he had someone else he could preach the gospel to.  This burning need to preach the gospel is something that is desperately missing in a large number of Christians today.  We are willing to let other people do our work and justify our lack of activity by sending them a check.  I’m not saying that you’re not helping spread the gospel if you do that.  What I am saying, though, is that we are all commanded to preach the gospel, just as Philip did.  He didn’t have to travel half way across the world to preach.  As we see from Acts 8:40 and Acts 21:8, Philip spent about 25 years in Caesarea alone preaching the gospel.

We can learn a lot from Philip’s example and the attitude he had to reach other people with the gospel.  As I summarize this morning, ask yourself the questions, “Am I doing that?  How can I improve?”  First, Philip was not satisfied with the task he was assigned by the apostles in Jerusalem.  He went above his job description and started preaching the gospel.  Philip was an obedient man who did what he was told so that souls could be saved.  He understood that a crowd of one person was big enough to preach the gospel to.  He was unprejudiced and preached the Bible to anyone he knew that needed to hear its message.  And finally, he felt a true urgency and need to preach the good news.

We should see the life of Philip as a challenge – something we should strive to live up to.  We have the opportunity and the privilege to talk about Christ to anyone and everyone we come into contact with.  We can use the example of Philip to become better evangelists and better Christians.


If you are not a Christian this morning, it’s not too late.  The Ethiopian eunuch asked Philip, “Look! Water! What prevents me from being baptized?”  We have water ready to baptize you into Christ this morning and wash away your sins.

If you are a Christian and have need of prayers in any matter, or would like to bring something before us today, we stand ready to assist you.


If you have any need, will you please come forward as we stand and sing.
