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Jude 3&4

3Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints. 4For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.
The book of Jude fascinates me.  It’s only 24 verses but it’s so dense with material.  Jude was a master of writing concisely.  In fact, its brevity leads many “biblical scholars”, and I use that term very broadly, to want it thrown out of the bible.  They claim that it‘s only included because the brother of Jesus wrote it.  While the choosing of what made of the Bible is, itself, a good study, I instead wanted to focus on the book of Jude itself.
While a discussion of the entire book could take hours, there are three aspects of the book of Jude I wanted to discuss this morning.  These are its relationship to the book of 2 Peter, the examples Jude gives in verses 5-11, and the main discussion of the book – false teachers.  The topic of false teachers is something that will pervade the lesson this morning.  You can’t talk about parts of the book of Jude without mentioning them.
If you read through the book of Jude and then read 2 Peter, which I won’t do here this morning, you’ll notice that the books are incredibly similar.  They both use the same phraseology, sentence structure, and topics.  This is most noticeable in Jude 10 and 2 Peter 2:12, if you’ll look at those verses.
Jude 10 reads
10But these men revile the things which they do not understand; and the things which they know by instinct, like unreasoning animals, by these things they are destroyed.
2 Peter 2:12 says
12But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed, reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the destruction of those creatures also be destroyed,

Besides this similarity in language, both books mention Sodom and Gomorrah, Balaam, the angels who were thrown into the pits of darkness, and, of course, false teachers.
The relationship between the two books is undeniable.  One had to use the other as a reference.  The question is, which one came first?  I think the texts answer that question.  Look at 2 Peter 3:3, if you will.

3Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts,

Now turn to Jude 17-18.

17But you, beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken beforehand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, 18that they were saying to you, “In the last time there will be mockers, following after their own ungodly lusts.”

If you notice, 2 Peter uses the future tense – “mockers WILL come.”  Jude uses the past tense – “that they WERE saying to you.”  You’ll also notice that Jude claims the apostles were saying that mockers would come, and of course, the apostle Peter wrote 2 Peter.  It would seem, then that Jude used 2 Peter as a resource for his book.
2 Peter, as I said before, uses Sodom and Gomorrah, Balaam, and the angels as examples.  Jude follows in this pattern.  Let’s leave 2 Peter behind for a moment, though, and look at the examples given by Jude.  Look at Jude 6, if you will.

6And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day,
There are three possible explanations of this.  First, this abandonment by the angels of their proper abode isn’t recorded in scripture.  This isn’t very likely since Jude uses it as an account to try and prove something here.  The book was written to Jews and it would make sense for him to refer to scripture like he does throughout the book.  Second, this could be Satan and his angels rising up against God and His angels.  God wins, so Satan is thrown out of heaven.  While this is a possible interpretation, there is nothing in the bible that says they were chained in darkness to await the judgment day.  In fact, we know that Satan walks “to and fro upon the face of the earth” from the book of Job.  The third, and most likely scenario, is found in Genesis 6:1-4, if you look there.
1Now it came about, when men began to multiply on the face of the land, and daughters were born to them, 2that the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves, whomever they chose. 3Then the LORD said, “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.” 4The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men, and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown.
It would seem that the angels (sons of God) abandoned heaven to be with the daughters of men.  Because of this, they were thrown into the eternal bonds under darkness.  This is even the interpretation early church fathers give to Jude 6.  Jude links the punishment of these angels in verse 6 to that awaiting the false teachers in verse 8.
The interesting examples found in the book of Jude come in verses 9-11.  Jude first mentions that not even Michael the archangel would pronounce a railing judgment against Satan in verse 9, which reads

9But Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the devil and argued about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce against him a railing judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!”. 
This example comes out of a book titled The Assumption of Moses.  It is a book written by a Pharisee around the time of the birth of Christ in which Michael and Satan argue about who should take the body of Moses.  Satan said he should get it because Moses had sinned, while Michael said he should take it because Moses was faithful.
What we can learn from this verse is that we shouldn’t revile against Satan or bring judgment upon anyone.  If any being in the universe other than God is qualified to make a railing judgment, it would be Michael.  But he doesn’t do it, and neither should we.  It is not our place to judge.  That is God’s job and we should leave him to it.

The next three examples in Jude come in verse 11.

11Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain, and for pay they have rushed headlong into the error of Balaam, and perished in the rebellion of Korah.
What did Cain do?  He murdered his brother.  This is a slap at the false teachers, who are Christians preaching erroneously.  They are saying and doing things that directly violate scripture.  When they carry a brother or sister away in this false doctrine, they are killing their brother, just as Cain did.

Balaam’s story is recorded in Number 22-24.  In it, the king of Moab hires Balaam, a prophet of God, to curse the Israelites so the king can conquer them.  Here in Jude 11, Jude is saying that the false teachers are taking money to do that which is contrary to the will of God, just as Balaam did.

Finally, Jude makes mention of the rebellion of Korah.  This story is an obscure and not very well-known episode found in Numbers 16.  In it, Korah and 250 other renowned Israelite men stand against Moses and Aaron.  The Lord opens the earth and swallows Korah, and the other men are burned up.  Jude says here that these false teachers have already perished because they stood against God.
This description of the fate awaiting false teachers is a graphic one.  It is not a pretty picture at all.  They are compared to angels who remain forever in the darkness, a murder, and someone who stands against God for money.

Really, the book of Jude is a warning wrapped up in another warning.  The first warning is that you shouldn’t spread false doctrine or this is the fate that is awaiting you.  The other warning, one that is perhaps even more important, is that we should always be on the lookout for false teachers and false doctrine.

This is warning that doesn’t come only in Jude or 2 Peter either.  Here’s a list of other scriptures that warn the same thing:  Titus 1:10-11, 2 Timothy 3:1-9, most of 2 John, and Philippians 3:2.  They all warn against false teachers and false doctrine.
There are 27 books in the New Testament.  Do you know how many of those have some sort of direct warning against false men of God and/or false doctrine?  22.  There’s even more than that if you include indirect reference to false teachers, false prophets and false doctrine.  Do you think this is something God wanted to make sure we were on the lookout for?
Do you know what all of those warnings have in common?  They were written to ordinary Christians.  It wasn’t just preachers or teachers.  It wasn’t written just to the elders of congregations or to evangelists.  Those warnings are written to every member of the church.  Do you know why everyone has to be on the lookout for this?  Look at Acts 20:29-30.
28“Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29“I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them.

Everyone has to be on guard because you never know who false doctrine might come from.  The book of Acts tells us that Paul knew some of the elders in Ephesus would draw away the faithful.  I could stand up here and tell you that Jesus didn’t die on the cross and he wasn’t resurrected.  Instead, he moved to Japan, married a Japanese woman named Miyuko and had three daughters – and I’m not making any of that up.  It’s out there and people believe it.
Now, If I told you all of that, and I was serious, I’d hope that each and every one of you would have words with me about it, and I hope those words would be “You’re” and “fired” because that’s not the truth.  That’s not what the Bible says.
We all have to be on guard.  It’s not just up to me.  It’s not just up to Owen or Marty.  It’s not just up to Carol or Shari.  It’s up to all of us.  I love this congregation.  I’ve never known a better group of people and we’re planning on making it a bigger group of people within the next year.  New people bring their own ideas, and those ideas aren’t always right.  They may not talk to me or Shari or Marty.  They might confide in you, and you alone, and you have to know your Bible well enough to know when they’ve crossed the line – when they’ve stepped outside the doctrine in the Bible.  You might be the only line of defense this congregation’s got.
This wasn’t a sermon to convict, but I’d like to offer an invitation anyways.  If you’re not a member of the body of Christ, we stand ready to aid you in washing away the old self and putting on the new, as Colossians says.  We can take care of it right now.

I’d also like to give anyone who is a Christians the opportunity to bring before the church any cares or concerns they might have.

Please do so as we stand and sing.
