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If I were to ask you who Jacob Nelson Fox was, how many here could tell me?  What about Mickey Mantle or Joe DiMaggio?  I don’t know about you, but I was surprised to find out that all three are in the Baseball Hall of Fame.

If you look in Hebrews 11, we have our own hall of fame – the Faith Hall of Fame.  If you read through this chapter, you’ll learn about men and women whose faith was so extraordinary that the author says in vs. 33-36 that 

by faith they conquered kingdoms, performed acts of righteousness, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from weakness were made strong, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35Women received back their dead by resurrection; and others were tortured, not accepting their release, so that they might obtain a better resurrection;

Everyone knows the story of Abraham, Noah, and Moses.  This morning, I’d like to look at one of the less known figures in the Faith Hall of Fame.  Look back up at Hebrews 11:32 if you will:
32And what more shall I say? For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets,

Who was Jephthah?  In Judges chapter 12 we learn that Jephthah was the ninth judge of Israel, but his story really begins in Judges chapter 11.  Turn there with me, and we’ll start at verse 1.
1Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a valiant warrior, but he was the son of a harlot. And Gilead was the father of Jephthah. 2Gilead’s wife bore him sons; and when his wife’s sons grew up, they drove Jephthah out and said to him, “You shall not have an inheritance in our father’s house, for you are the son of another woman.” 3So Jephthah fled from his brothers and lived in the land of Tob; and worthless fellows gathered themselves about Jephthah, and they went out with him.  4It came about after a while that the sons of Ammon fought against Israel. 5When the sons of Ammon fought against Israel, the elders of Gilead went to get Jephthah from the land of Tob; 6and they said to Jephthah, “Come and be our chief that we may fight against the sons of Ammon.” 
We see from this passage that Jephthah was driven away from home by his brothers because he was the son of another woman.  Yet, when they needed him, they had to offer rulership to him.  The Ammonites were at war with the Israelites, and they needed a valiant warrior to lead them into battle.

Verses 8-28 explain how Jephthah tried to avert a war by reasoning with the leaders of the Ammonites.  In the end, they wouldn’t listen.  We’ll pick up again in verse 29.

29Now the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jephthah, so that he passed through Gilead and Manasseh; then he passed through Mizpah of Gilead, and from Mizpah of Gilead he went on to the sons of Ammon. 30Jephthah made a vow to the LORD and said, “If You will indeed give the sons of Ammon into my hand, 31then it shall be that whatever comes out of the doors of my house to meet me when I return in peace from the sons of Ammon, it shall be the LORD’S, and I will offer it up as a burnt offering.” 32So Jephthah crossed over to the sons of Ammon to fight against them; and the LORD gave them into his hand. 33He struck them with 
a very great slaughter from Aroer to the entrance of Minnith, twenty cities, and as far as Abel-keramim. So the sons of Ammon were subdued before the sons of Israel.

The first thing we can learn from Jephthah’s story is that he had enough faith to trust that the Lord was able help him conquer the Ammonites.
Most of us have the faith to know that the Lord can help us through our problems, but do we truly rely on Him like we should?  

Sometimes, it seems that we let our rational thought get in the way of our faith.  Recall from Matthew 14:28-31 that Peter actually did walk on water, just like Jesus.  It was only after Peter realized that what he was doing was against the laws of nature, that fear crept in and he began to sink.  In vs. 31, Jesus rebukes him for his lack of faith.  Remember also what Jesus told the disciples in Matthew 17:20 “if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible to you.”
Going back to the story of Jephthah in Judges 11, we know that Jephthah was a man of extraordinary faith.  In verse 30 we learn that he made a vow to the Lord.  He promised that if God helped him conquer the Ammonites, he would sacrifice the first thing that came out of his house when he returned.  Let’s continue on with verse 34.
34When Jephthah came to his house at Mizpah, behold, his daughter was coming out to meet him with tambourines and with dancing. Now she was his one and only child; besides her he had no son or daughter. 35When he saw her, he tore his clothes and said, “Alas, my daughter! You have brought me very low, and you are among those who trouble me; for I have given my word to the LORD, and I cannot take it back.” 36So she said to him, “My father, you have given your word to the LORD; do to me as you have said, since the LORD has avenged you of your enemies, the sons of Ammon.” 37She said to her father, “Let this thing be done for me; let me alone two months, that I may go to the mountains and weep because of my virginity, I and my companions.” 38Then he said, “Go.” So he sent her away for two months; and she left with her companions, and wept on the mountains because of her virginity. 39At the end of two months she returned to her father, who did to her according to the vow which he had made;
I don’t know why Jephthah would have made this promise, but he did.  If you look back at Judges 11:35, you see that whatever he’d hoped to sacrifice for the Lord, it was NOT his daughter. In verse 39 we learn Jephthah went through with his vow.  He followed through on his oath, despite the cost.
If you will, turn with me to James 5:12.  

12But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath; but your yes is to be yes, and your no, no, so that you may not fall under judgment.

James tells us here that we are not to swear oaths because we may fall under judgment.  But our yes is to mean yes, and our no is to mean no.  In other words, if we say we are going to do something, we do it.  If we say we aren’t going to do something, we don’t do it.  If you look at this passage a little deeper, though, you see that the swearing of oaths may cause us to 
fall under judgment.  That judgment comes if we make an oath and do not uphold our end of the bargain.

Indeed, those of us who are Christians here today have sworn an oath to the Lord in the form of our baptism.  We pledged our lives and service to the Lord.  In return, He has promised us eternal life.  Do we have to keep that promise?  No!  I could walk out of here and never return to service and fall away from the faith.  But if I do that, I will be judged because of it.  Our yes is to mean yes, and our no is to mean no.  Just like Jepthah kept his oath.  His yes meant yes.

A third thing we can learn from Jephthah’s oath is that, if we are prepared to make an oath, we are to carry through on it.  It doesn’t matter the price.  It’s not like Jephthah wanted to kill his daughter, but he did what he had to in order to fulfill his oath to God.  I imagine he was hoping that God would stay his hand like He did with Abraham and Isaac.

I want you to think of the one person that means the most to you in the whole world.  Now imagine that you had to sacrifice him or her.  Could you do it?  I don’t think I could.  But when it came time to do it, Jephthah did.

And so did God.  He sacrificed His only Son because He promised that He would.  Turn with me to Galatians 4:4.
4But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, 5so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.

1 John 2:25 says “25This is the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal life.”

If you’re not a Christian this morning, you can partake in that eternal life as well.  God has already kept his end of the bargain in sending Jesus to die on the cross for our sins.  It’s now your turn.  All you have to do is believe that Jesus is the Son of God and be baptized in His name.

If you are a Christian, let me ask you this.  Do you let your yes be yes and your no be no?  Are you upholding your end of the oath you’ve made with God?  If they were still inducting people into the Faith Hall of Fame, would you make the cut?
If you have any need, please come forward as we stand and sing.
