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This morning, I’d like to look at what the Bible has to say about James, the brother of Jesus.  Most people know that he was an important member of the church in Jerusalem, but that’s about it.  Some may not have even known that.

There are only about a dozen passages that mention James, but the picture of James we glean from them is very telling.  He’s one of the few people, other than the apostles, who is mentioned a number of times in the Bible.
To start with, let’s turn to Matthew 13:54-57.  This passage comes when Jesus returns to Nazareth in his ministry.

54He came to His hometown and began teaching them in their synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, “Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers? 55“Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not His mother called Mary, and His brothers, James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 56“And His sisters, are they not all with us? Where then did this man get all these things?” 57And they took offense at Him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his own household.”
We learn in this passage that Jesus had at least two sisters, as well as four other brothers:  James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas.  Of course, the people of Nazareth did not believe in Jesus, and apparently, neither did his family, except for Mary.

John states this clearly in John 7:2-5, if you’ll turn there with me.

2Now the feast of the Jews, the Feast of Booths, was near. 3Therefore His brothers said to Him, “Leave here and go into Judea, so that Your disciples also may see Your works which You are doing. 4“For no one does anything in secret when he himself seeks to be known publicly. If You do these things, show Yourself to the world.” 5For not even His brothers were believing in Him.

So far, you get the picture of a man who mocks Jesus and who He professes to be.  This is most clearly seen in the passage out of John 7, where his brothers tell him to show himself to the world as they are going to the Feast of Booths.
I’m sure James and his siblings grew up hearing about the angel visiting their mother, the miraculous conception of Jesus, and all the rest of things we read about in the gospels.  It apparently made them very bitter.  But all that changes shortly after Jesus is resurrected.

Look at 1 Corinthians 15:3-7.  In this section of 1 Corinthians, Paul is recounting some of the people who saw Jesus after he raised from the grave.

3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; 7then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles;
James knows that his brother was crucified.  What do you think went through his head when he saw the risen Jesus standing before him, as recounted in 1 Corinthians?  I’ll bet it was the “gulp” heard round the world.  Right then, I imagine James was thinking about all the times he’d mocked his brother, and then to learn he was right.
Have you ever been so convinced of something that you defend it when people say different, only to learn later on that you were wrong?  That’s how James would have felt right then.

We know that, sometime after Jesus visited his brother, James believed, because Acts 1:12-14 records this:

12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13When they had entered the city, they went up to the upper room where they were staying; that is, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son of James. 14These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer, along with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.
By the time Peter preached that first gospel sermon on the day of Pentecost, James had already believed.  From there, we have to skip ahead a few years.  In that time, James had come to embrace his faith that his older brother was indeed the Son of God.
By the time Paul had been converted, James had taken a rather prominent place in the church in Jerusalem.  Turn with me to Galatians 1:18-19.

18Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him fifteen days. 19But I did not see any other of the apostles except James, the Lord’s brother.
By this time, James ranked up there with Peter and the other apostles.  This is also recorded in Acts 12: 16 and 17, the story of Peter being rescued from prison by an angel.

16But Peter continued knocking; and when they had opened the door, they saw him and were amazed. 17But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he described to them how the Lord had led him out of the prison. And he said, “Report these things to James and the brethren.” Then he left and went to another place.
An apostle tells the people praying for him that they are to report the things that happened to him to James -- Jesus’ brother.  We see why in Galatians 2:9, if you’ll turn over there.

9and recognizing the grace that had been given to me, James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, so that we might go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.
By this time, James was a pillar of the church in Jerusalem.  No better example can be given than in Acts 15:13-22, if you’ll look over there.  In this passage, Paul wants to know if the gospel he has preached is wrong.  He goes to the church in Jerusalem for answers.
13After they had stopped speaking, James answered, saying, “Brethren, listen to me.  14“Simeon has related how God first concerned Himself about taking from among the Gentiles a people for His name. 15“With this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written, 16    ‘After these things I will return, And I will rebuild the tabernacle of David which has fallen, And I will rebuild its ruins, And I will restore it, 17So that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord, And all the Gentiles who are called by my name,’ 18Says the Lord, who makes these things known from long ago.  19“Therefore it is my judgment that we do not trouble those who are turning to God from among the Gentiles, 20but that we write to them that they abstain from things contaminated by idols and from fornication and from what is strangled and from blood.
It is James who answers, and tells of the things that must be carried over from the Old Law.  The men listen and acknowledge his wisdom.  We see from Galatians 2:12 that James had the authority to send men from Jerusalem to check on other congregations.

Years later, after Paul has made a collection from the congregations he’s visited, he returns to Jerusalem to present the offering.  Acts 21:17-19 records what happens, if you’ll turn over there.
17After we arrived in Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly. 18And the following day Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders were present. 19After he had greeted them, he began to relate one by one the things which God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry.
This is the last instance of James, being mentioned in the Bible.  We know, however, that James wrote the book of James – a book to the Jewish Christians who were dispersed throughout the Roman world when the church had been persecuted.
Now that we’ve looked at what the Bible has to say about the Lord’s brother, I think there are some things that we can learn from his story.  One of the most important things we should take away from the story of James is that we shouldn’t let our preconceived notions and beliefs get in the way of the truth.  James didn’t believe that Jesus was the Son of God while Jesus was alive.  If Jesus hadn’t visited him after His resurrection, he might have died believing that same thing.
We can find ourselves in that situation, too.  Have you ever talked with someone who is unwilling to listen to what you have to say, whether it be doctrinal issues or something else?  Basically, they tell you “I know what I believe, don’t confuse me with the facts.”  

The only way to keep this from happening to you is to have an open mind to accept the possibility that what someone is telling you is correct, but also to have studied the Bible enough to know when they cross from Biblical explanations into their own.
One of the most important things you can do when studying about a subject is to let the Bible interpret the Bible.  Don’t let people’s commentaries interpret the Bible, or what someone else says.  Yes, this means you’ll have to study.  The benefit in that, though, is that you are confronted with what the Bible says, it is much more difficult to let what you believe get in the way of what the Bible says.
I once knew someone who would ask good questions about Biblical matters.  If I explained what I understood using the Bible and it was different than what they believed, they’d exhaust me with questions and clarifications.  But in the end, if what they believed was wrong, they’d change what they’d believe.  In one case, it meant changing how they lived their life.

Another thing we can learn from the story of James is that, no matter who you are before you’re baptized, you get a clean slate with God.  James mocked the Christ.  But once he believed, he became one of the most prominent men in the early church.  Paul is another great example of someone who God gave a clean slate.  In 2 Timothy 4:6-8, Paul wrote

6For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; 8in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.
Paul went from Christian-killer to having no doubt that he had a crown of righteousness.  Everyone else who has been baptized for the right reasons can be just as certain that they’ve got a crown as well.

If you’re a Christian, are you 100% sure that you’ve attained a crown of life.  If you aren’t, why do you doubt?  Is it something you’ve done or said?  Is it something you believe?  Your brothers and sisters are here to help.

If you aren’t a Christian, then you can attain that crown of life just like James and Paul did.  It doesn’t matter what you’ve done.  The water is ready.
If you have a need, please come forward as we stand and sing.
