Infant Baptism


How it is supported:

There are several denominations that believe infants should be baptized.  Among them are the Catholic Church, most of the orthodox churches, Lutherans and Methodists.
The idea of infant baptism is closely tied to that of original sin – the idea that Adam sinned and that sin carries from parent to child (Romans 5:12).  The one biblical passage they point to for support of original sin is Psalms 51:5.  After these two passages, the Catholic Church relies on texts in the Catholic bible or early church fathers who wrote about infant baptism.

Because newborns have this onus of sin already attached to them, they have to have some way to release them from that guilt at an early age.  If they die soon after birth, they will still be guilty of sin.  To do this, the Catholic Church acknowledges the call for baptism, but they feel that Col. 2:11-12 states that circumcision was replaced by baptism, and therefore, infants should be baptized.
They will then point to passages like Acts 16:15, Acts 16:33, and 1 Cor. 1:16 to show that infants must have been baptized.

They also use Romans 3:10 to show that NO ONE is righteous, not even infants, and they, therefore need to be baptized as well.

Again, from here, the Catholic Church leaves our bible and switches to passages from their bible and the writings of early church fathers to support infant baptism.

How to defend against it:
Direct biblical passages to refute this:

Ezekiel 18:1-4

Ezekiel 18:19-20
These passages both explicitly state that the soul that sins will die, and sin is not passed down.

The idea of repentance comes out in passages like

Acts 2:38-39

1 Pet 3:21
Acts 17:30

One must be old enough to realize that you need to repent of sins before one can repent of sins.

Another tack you might try is this:

1. Why are we baptized?  For the forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38-39)

2. When do you sin?  When you have knowledge of law (Romans 3:20, Romans 7:7)  Paul’s point with this is that law is what delineates right and wrong.

3. When does a person differentiate between right and wrong?  When they are infants?  So, should infants be baptized?  
