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Good morning everyone.  I’d like to welcome all of you here today, especially the visitors.  We have a good crowd here this morning and we’re delighted you chose to worship with us.  

For the past two weeks we’ve talked about God’s attributes and his choices.  Today I want to look more closely at God’s omnipotence, that is, His unbounded power.
We read in the Bible about a God that made the heavens and the earth, a God with whom all things are possible.  To say that God is awesomely powerful would be an understatement.  It’s hard for mankind to fully understand that God simply spoke and things came into existence.  It would be like me saying, “Car” and a brand new Dodge Viper appeared right outside – except on a much grander scale.
The Bible is filled with literally hundreds of instances that show just how powerful our Creator really is.  While on the earth, Jesus healed the sick, turned water into wine, and even raised the dead.  For us today it’s comforting to know that no task is too hard for God.  Our Father is able to turn the biggest mountains in our lives into molehills. 

Let’s look at two Biblical accounts of the power of God working in the lives of His faithful servants.
Turn with me, if you will, to Daniel 3:16-17.  This is the familiar Sunday School story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego in the fiery furnace.

Daniel 3:16-17 - Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego answered and said to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to give you an answer concerning this matter. 17 - "If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king.

We all know how this story ends.  God sends His angel to deliver his three faithful servants from the blazing fire.  Much to Nebuchadnezzar’s surprise, they come out of the flames unharmed.  
Our God is indeed able.

Another remarkable example of God’s power is found in the first chapter of Luke verses 36 & 37 -- This is the angel Gabriel speaking to Mary the mother of Jesus – 36 Behold, even your relative Elizabeth has also conceived a son in her old age; and she who was called barren is now in her sixth month. 37 - "For nothing will be impossible with God."

Perhaps the ultimate example of His power at work in the lives of the faithful is that He is able to save the utmost sinners when they repent and turn to Him.  As Hebrews 7:25 says -- “He is able to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.”

There are 4 aspects of God’s power in the life of Christians that I want to look at this morning.
1. First, God’s power can keep us from Stumbling.

Jude 1:24 says “Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy,”

If you’ve ever watched the Olympics, you’ve probably seen people running the hurdles.  This is a sprint where the runners have to jump over obstacles placed in their path.  Sometimes the runners knock the hurdles over, which slows them down.  As Christians, sin is much like those hurdles.  We’ll knock some down – we’ll sin – but with the power of God in us, we can keep our eyes focused on the goal and finish the race.

2. Secondly, God can make us Sufficient to every task.  
Turn to 2 Corinthians 9:8 if you will.  Paul is writing here to a group of Christians that had some very serious problems with sin.  Verse 8 says -- And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed;
I don’t know about you, but there have been times in my life when I looked at a task I’d been assigned and didn’t know how I was going to accomplish it.  God knows us and he knows our strengths and limitations.  The next time you are tried or tested, remember that God is with you and knows you can get through it.  As 1 Corinthians says, He never tests us past that which we can bear.  
3. Thirdly, God equips us in EVERY good thing to do His will.  
Look at Hebrews 13:20-21  -- 20 - Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, Jesus our Lord, 21 - equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Say you were planning a trip up Mount Everest.  You would equip yourself with oxygen, food and water, climbing gear, and anything else you would need to survive.  Much in the same way, God equips us for our walk with Him.  Note that He does not equip us to do everything we want to do.  He equips us to do that which is pleasing in His sight.
4. Lastly, God FREELY gives us all things.  
In Romans 8:31-32, Paul writes, “If God is for us, who is against us? 32 - He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?”
Paul’s logic here is simply that if God gave Jesus for mankind, why would He not freely give us anything else?  The key word here is ‘freely’ in v.32.  It tells us that God isn’t going to make us pay for the things He gives us, and indeed – how could we pay Him?  We have nothing that He could not make for Himself.

We’ve read this morning about a God that is able to accomplish anything and everything within His will.  We read about His awesome and limitless power.  Ephesians 3:20-21 says that His power works in US. --- v.20 reads - Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, 21 - unto him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all generations for ever and ever. Amen.
We learn from Romans 1:16 that His Power began to work in us when we put our faith in Christ.  Romans 1:16  says “16For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.”

It is, therefore, the power of God that washes us of our sins.  Once we’re baptized in His name, that power continues to work in us in all the ways mentioned here this morning.

The most beautiful part of it all is that We Don’t Realize what the Power of God can accomplish through us.  Just as the passage from Romans said, belief is the key.  Faith.

Turn, if you will, to Matthew 14:28-31.  In this story, the disciples are in a boat out in the Sea of Galilee when they see Jesus walking on the water towards them.

Matthew 14:28-31 says “And Peter answered Him and said, "Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water." 29 - And He said, "Come!" And Peter got out of the boat, and walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 - But seeing the wind, he became afraid, and beginning to sink, he cried out, saying, "Lord, save me!" 31 - And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and took hold of him, and said^ to him, "O you of little faith, why did you doubt?"
Peter walked on the water, just as Jesus did.  It was only after Peter’s mind told him that what he was doing was physically impossible that he began to sink.  Often times, it is our doubt that limits God’s power in us and causes us to fail.   Faith and doubt are as opposite as good and evil.  Doubt cripples.  Faith augments.

A couple of chapters later in the book of Matthew, Jesus tells his disciples that if they had faith the size of a mustard seed, they could move mountains and nothing would be impossible for them.  That is the power of God that could work in us, if we let it.  
The power of God, however, is a two edged sword – it is both awesome and terrible.

This morning we looked at some episodes where God’s awesome power worked in the lives of the faithful.  There are, however, numerous examples of God’s terrible power destroying the unfaithful: the flood, the tower of Babel, the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, or the ten plagues sent upon Egypt.
As Hebrews 10:31 says, “31It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”

We can either reap the benefits of God’s power, or we can suffer its’ sting.  We can embrace it or shun it.
In closing, turn with me of you will to Philippians 1:8-11.  We learn here of one action that the power of God will accomplish.
Philippians 1:8-11 – “8Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, 11and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
Everyone WILL confess that Jesus is Lord.  You can choose to do it now, in love, or God’s power will force it from your lips on that last and terrible judgment day.  I hope and pray it will be the former.  
God’s great power can work in you in all the ways we discussed here this morning.  You can choose to embrace that power now by obeying the gospel message and being baptized for the forgiveness of your sins.  If you’re already a Christian but your faith is crippled by doubt, remember that our God is able.
Whatever your need, please come forward as we stand and sing.
