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When we think of God, we normally think His omniscience, His omnipotence, and His omnipresence.  In other words, He is all-knowing, all-powerful, and all places.  This morning, I wanted to look at one of these aspects of God -- His omnipotence.


People generally think that God’s omnipotence means that He can do anything He wants.  The Bible is clear, though, that there are some things that God CAN’T do, and it’s very important to Christians that He can’t do them.


Turn over to 1 Corinthians 14:26-33 to see what I mean.  In this passage, Paul is writing on the orderliness of worship.

26What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification. 27If anyone speaks in a tongue, it should be by two or at the most three, and each in turn, and one must interpret; 28but if there is no interpreter, he must keep silent in the church; and let him speak to himself and to God. 29Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others pass judgment. 30But if a revelation is made to another who is seated, the first one must keep silent. 31For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all may be exhorted; 32and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets; 33for God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.

You see in verse 33 here that God is not a God of confusion, but of peace.  Paul is telling us that God cannot be disorderly.  With God, everything had a set time and place.  Christians can take comfort in knowing that God isn’t just making stuff up on the fly, like some believe.  Did you know that there’s a denomination that believes God was shocked that the Jews didn’t accept Jesus?  So, God dropped the church into the void that was created because He didn’t know what else to do.  The Bible tells us in Acts 2:22-23, though, that God had everything worked out from before time began with Jesus being crucified by the hands of lawless men.  The Bible makes it clear that our God is not a God of disorder but of peace.

The second thing that God cannot do can be found in Galatians 6:6-8, if you’ll turn over there with me.

6The one who is taught the word is to share all good things with the one who teaches him. 7Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. 8For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.

We read here that God cannot be mocked, or tricked as some versions read.  On that last day, nobody is going to fool God.  He can see our hearts and judge us accordingly.  He knows the good from the bad.  We depend on it.  We don’t want to do everything we can to get to heaven and then God gets it wrong.  Likewise, we don’t want someone who didn’t do everything they could to talk their way into eternal life.


Something that follows hand in hand with God not being mocked is that God can’t show favoritism.  Turn with me to Romans 2:9-11.

9There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek, 10but glory and honor and peace to everyone who does good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 11For there is no partiality with God.

God is not a respecter of persons.  Rich or poor.  Wise or not.  Strong or weak.  Jew or Greek.  None of that matters to God.  He is the perfect judge because he is completely fair.  If ANYONE is baptized for the forgiveness of their sins, they will be saved.  That means the worst sinner in history, if baptized, will be saved.  That also means that if we fall away from the faith, God isn’t going to overlook it.  We can’t have it one-sided in our favor.

Another thing that God can’t do is tempt people into sinning.  Look over at James 1:13-14.

13Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone. 14But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.

If God did tempt people into sinning, how could He justify saying that you can’t have eternal life because you sinned?  You’ll notice what it doesn’t say is that God doesn’t allow us to be tempted.  The passage says that God doesn’t tempt us.  That’s a rather important distinction.  If we sin because of temptation, we can’t blame it on God.  He didn’t do the tempting.  It is OUR fault if we sin.  Not God’s.

The next four “God can’t”s that I want to look at all build on each other.  The foundation is in 1 John 1:5.  It says
5This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.

I know what you’re thinking.  There’s no “God can’t” in that verse.  And you’re right, I’m cheating a little here.  This verse says that God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness.  I’m going to say that means that God can’t be darkness.  He can’t be evil.  God is good and everything He does is good.  If He did things that were evil, we wouldn’t be able to trust Him or anything He says or does.  We wouldn’t know if He had our best interests in mind when He did the things He did.  Instead of the God we now worship, we’d have something like the Greek gods who did whatever they wanted because they were selfish.

If God’s goodness is the foundation, then the frame of the building can be found in 1 John 4:8 and 4:16, if you’ll turn over just a few pages.
8The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.

16We have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.

I know, neither of these have a “God can’t” in them either.  But they do tell us that God is love.  That means God can’t not love.  Everything God does is out of His love for us.  I don’t know about you, but that makes me feel pretty special, knowing that everything God has done or will do, He did for me and you.


Because God is love, we know that he isn’t going to do something out of selfishness or hate.  Any temptation or test that we undergo happened because God loves us.  All the blessings He rains upon us come because God loves us.  We can know, no matter the circumstances of life, God cares and loves you.  But that’s not even the end of it.


The foundation is laid and the frame of the structure is up.  Now we need to enclose it with something.  Let’s turn to 1 Corinthians 10:13 and find out what the walls are made of.

12Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall. 13No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.

I know, there’s no “can’t” here either.  Don’t worry, there’s a good one coming up next.  But let’s look at this passage first. We read here that God is faithful, which means that He cannot be unfaithful.  He is there for us when we need him.  He makes sure that we can remain faithful to him whatever trial or temptation we are undergoing.  Just like the walls of a building help it stand firm, that’s exactly what God does for us.  He helps us retain our spiritual shape and stand against the wiles of the devil.

And to finish off the building analogy, we’ve got the building built, we just needed to finish it off.  We’re going to do that this morning with Titus 1:1-2 and Hebrews 6:17-18.  Titus 1:1-2 says

1Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness, 2in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago,
Hebrews 6:17-18 says

17In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, 18so that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us.

Both of these passages tell us that it is impossible for God to lie.  We can believe everything God has told us in the Bible.  We don’t have to look at it and try and figure out which parts of it are true and which parts aren’t.  It’s all true.


So, when you read in Romans 1:16 that the gospel is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, then you know that if you believe in the gospel, you can be saved.  Or, when you’re reading through the book of 1 Peter, and you see in chapter 3, verse 21 that “baptism now saves you—not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience—through the resurrection of Jesus Christ” we know that baptism can save us.  And, when you get to 1 John 2:25 and read there “25This is the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal life.”, you can know that God has promised us eternal life.


Turn now with me to Romans 6:4-7.

4Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 5For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 7for he who has died is freed from sin.

There are some things that God can’t do, but there are a great many that He can do.  One of those things, as mentioned here in Romans 6:7, is free you from sin.  He has promised us eternal life, but to get that gift, we must also do something.  We must repent and be baptized for the forgiveness our sins.  If you are not a Christian this morning, we can help you through this process this morning.


If you are a Christian, I hope this lesson has been thought-provoking and inspirational.  God has made you a promise, and it’s something you can rely on for the rest of your life.  If you have any need, will you please come forward as we stand and sing.
