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Introductory Material
Authorship

No book of the Old Testament has a greater debate regarding its authorship.  The Jews themselves accepted the book of Daniel, but it was not included in the section of their canon called "The Prophets."  Instead, the book is placed in the "Hagiographa" - the "Holy Writings."  This probably indicates that the book entered the Jewish canon later than the books by the other prophets.


The authorship of Daniel was questioned as early as the third century AD.  Usually, modern skeptics attribute the writing of Daniel to the late 2nd century BC - during the Maccabean period.  This takes the force out of the prophecies about the rise and fall of nations.  If the book was written during the Maccabean period, the writings would not be prophecies, but already accomplished acts couched in apocalyptic language.


There are, however, arguments in favor of Daniel being the author of the book.  These are:


1.  The visions of the second half of the book are in the first person "I, Daniel"


2.  Daniel himself is told to "write the visions in a book" (Dan 12:4)


3.  Jesus himself attributes certain statements to "Daniel, the prophet" (Mt 24:15), 


     although authorship of the book is not attributed to him.


The first two of these could easily be explained away.  The last point, however, would necessitate calling Jesus a liar – something I simply won’t do.  It is for this reason that I believe Daniel wrote the book of Daniel.

Literary Form


The book of Daniel is almost totally written in prose.  However, the most distinguishing characteristic of Daniel is its extensive use of apocalyptic language.  This form of writing may be defined as symbolic, visionary, prophetic writings that are mainly eschatological in nature (dealing with "last things").  Much of the content of the book of Daniel may have already occurred by the time of Christ, but it was no less meaningful to the Jews of that day.  When God inspired the book of Revelation, many of the symbols and writings used in that book come straight from the pages of Daniel.
Language of Daniel


The book of Daniel is an oddity in that different sections of the book are written in different languages.  The languages are Hebrew and Chaldean (Aramaic).


The following is a division according to language:



Hebrew - 1:1-2:4a; 8:1-12:13



Aramaic - 2:4b-7:28


The text also includes Greek and Persian words.  This hodgepodge of languages is pointed to, by some, as proof that Daniel was a book of late origin.  However, the archaeological digs in Egypt and at Ras Shamra in the past 100 years have quieted much of this criticism since they show the extensive use of Aramaic outside Babylon.
Questions about the Introductory Material
1.  Why is the authorship of the book of Daniel debated?

2.  The book of Daniel is in the 



 and not the 




section of Jewish canon.  Why is this an important distinction?

3.  How early was the authorship of Daniel questioned?  Why?

4.  What proof is there that Daniel wrote the book named after him?

5.  The book of Daniel is written in the 


 literary style.  Its most 

distinguishing characteristic is the 





.
6.  Apocolyptic writings contain 








and are 



 in nature.

7.  Many of the symbols found in Daniel reappear in what Biblical book?

8.  The book of Daniel written in what 4 languages?  Why does this matter?

