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Chapter 9
Dan 9:1 – In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of Median descent, who was made king over the kingdom of the Chaldeans— 

We learn here that this is the first year of the reign of Darius.  This would be 539 BC.  This chapter of Daniel, then, either predates or is concurrent with the events of chapter 6 (Daniel and the Lions’ Den).  We don’t actually know when chapter 6 takes place, but is more than likely in the first year or two of Darius’ reign.


We also learn here that Darius the Mede is the son of Ahasuerus.  More than likely, Ahasuerus here (the king mentioned in the book of Esther and Ezra as well) is Darius grandfather, not father.  Remember, it is common to identify with the most important ancestor in your lineage (Jews do it with Abraham, we do it with famous people).
Dan 9:2-3 – in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, observed in the books the number of the years which was revealed as the word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet for the completion of the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy years. 3So I gave my attention to the Lord God to seek Him by prayer and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth and ashes. 

What are “the books” that Daniel refers to in verse 2?  These verses show us that Daniel was reading the words of Jeremiah.  This could either have been a copy of the book of Jeremiah, or perhaps just the letter Jeremiah wrote the captives in Jer. 29.

Daniel would have known that the first deportation of Israelites happened in 606 BC (remember that this is when he had been taken to Babylon to be raised as a Babylonian).  Daniel learns here that the Jews are to be taken captive for 70 years.  If the deportation took place in 606 BC, when were they supposed to be released?  How long until then?  Daniel realizes this and goes to the Lord in prayer.


What did sackcloth and ashes represent?  Why would Daniel behave this way when he prayed?

Dan 9:4-6 – I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed and said, “Alas, O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant and lovingkindness for those who love Him and keep His commandments, 5we have sinned, committed iniquity, acted wickedly and rebelled, even turning aside from Your commandments and ordinances. 6“Moreover, we have not listened to Your servants the prophets, who spoke in Your name to our kings, our princes, our fathers and all the people of the land.

This is one of the few prayers that is recorded in the Bible.  We have several of Jesus’ prayers and some of Paul’s “letter prayers,” but that is it.


The first thing Daniel says in his prayer is that God is a covenant-making and covenant-keeping God.  The next thing he says is that the Jews have sinned against God and broken the covenant they made with Him.  Even more than that, the Jews didn’t listen to God’s messengers, the prophets, who spoke to everyone from the king to the people.  Remember that Isaiah spoke in the king’s court while Jeremiah spoke to the common man.  They both warned that Israel was turning away from God and would be punished.
Dan 9:7-8 – “Righteousness belongs to You, O Lord, but to us open shame, as it is this day—to the men of Judah, the inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Israel, those who are nearby and those who are far away in all the countries to which You have driven them, because of their unfaithful deeds which they have committed against You. 8“Open shame belongs to us, O Lord, to our kings, our princes and our fathers, because we have sinned against You. 

In this part of Daniel’s prayer, he recognizes the Jews’ sin against God.  He says that they are openly shamed because of their transgressions.  He recognizes that God drove them all over to many countries because of this.
Dan 9:9-10 – “To the Lord our God belong compassion and forgiveness, for we have rebelled against Him; 10nor have we obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, to walk in His teachings which He set before us through His servants the prophets. 

Daniel recognizes God’s compassion and forgiveness.  What has God done to show forgiveness?
Dan 9:11-14 – “Indeed all Israel has transgressed Your law and turned aside, not obeying Your voice; so the curse has been poured out on us, along with the oath which is written in the law of Moses the servant of God, for we have sinned against Him. 12“Thus He has confirmed His words which He had spoken against us and against our rulers who ruled us, to bring on us great calamity; for under the whole heaven there has not been done anything like what was done to Jerusalem. 13“As it is written in the law of Moses, all this calamity has come on us; yet we have not sought the favor of the LORD our God by turning from our iniquity and giving attention to Your truth. 14“Therefore the LORD has kept the calamity in store and brought it on us; for the LORD our God is righteous with respect to all His deeds which He has done, but we have not obeyed His voice.

Daniel reiterates Israel’s sin and says that God was just in invoking the curses of the covenant.  Read Deuteronomy 28.  The first 14 verses are the blessings that God will grant the Jews if they obey the law, and the last 54 verses are the curses that God will bring upon the Jews if they transgress the covenant.  Deuteronomy 28:47-57 specifically describe the strife that will befall the Jews by another nation.
Dan 9:15-16 – “And now, O Lord our God, who have brought Your people out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand and have made a name for Yourself, as it is this day—we have sinned, we have been wicked. 16“O Lord, in accordance with all Your righteous acts, let now Your anger and Your wrath turn away from Your city Jerusalem, Your holy mountain; for because of our sins and the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and Your people have become a reproach to all those around us.

What is Daniel asking for here?  What does Daniel say to ask for it?

Many people want to link this to the end of the world.  They take this prayer out of its context here and apply it to the book of Revelation.  It’s fairly clear from this chapter, though, that Daniel is NOT praying for Christians, but for the Jews and release from Babylonian captivity.

Dan 9:17-19 – “So now, our God, listen to the prayer of Your servant and to his supplications, and for Your sake, O Lord, let Your face shine on Your desolate sanctuary. 18“O my God, incline Your ear and hear! Open Your eyes and see our desolations and the city which is called by Your name; for we are not presenting our supplications before You on account of any merits of our own, but on account of Your great compassion. 19“O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and take action! For Your own sake, O my God, do not delay, because Your city and Your people are called by Your name.”

Daniel acknowledges the Jews sin and says that they aren’t worthy of God’s compassion and consideration.  Instead, he says that God should act because of the things the people of the earth are saying about Him.  “Because the god of Israel couldn’t protect his own land, why should we pray to him?  Our god is better!”
Dan 9:20-23 – Now while I was speaking and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God in behalf of the holy mountain of my God, 21while I was still speaking in prayer, then the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision previously, came to me in my extreme weariness about the time of the evening offering. 22He gave me instruction and talked with me and said, “O Daniel, I have now come forth to give you insight with understanding. 23“At the beginning of your supplications the command was issued, and I have come to tell you, for you are highly esteemed; so give heed to the message and gain understanding of the vision.

While Daniel still prays, Gabriel comes to him and speaks.  From the moment Daniel started praying, God sent forth the command to free the Jews.  This is one of the greatest examples of faith and prayer in the Bible.  You can’t read this and say that God doesn’t answer prayer, or that prayer is meaningless exercise!

Gabriel didn’t come to Daniel to comfort him, though.  He came to explain what will happen to Jerusalem at the time of the final desolation.

Dan 9:24 – “Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy place.

Gabriel tells Daniel that seventy weeks (or seventy sevens) are given for 6 things to happen.  They are 1) to finish the transgression, 2) to make an end of sin, 3) to make atonement for iniquity, 4) to bring in everlasting righteousness, 5) to seal up vision and prophecy, and 6) to anoint the most holy.


Dan 9:25 – 25“So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of distress.

The seventy sevens will be cut into three pieces.  The first will be seven sevens.  The second will be sixty-two sevens, and the last will be one seven.  This verse concerns the first section and second sections.  The first and second sevens will last from the time the decree to restore the temple is given (536 BC by Cyrus) until Jesus comes.  The “place” in at the end of verse 24 is inserted by almost every translator of the Bible out there, but it doesn’t appear in the original text (that’s why it’s italicized here).  The “Most Holy” is the Messiah talked about here.
Dan 9:26 – “Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing, and the people of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. And its end will come with a flood; even to the end there will be war; desolations are determined.

After the second section, the Messiah will be cut off.  What does this represent?  What did Jesus say just before he died?

The prince who is to come is Titus (the Roman who becomes king in 79 AD).  He destroys Jerusalem and the temple in 70 AD.

Dan 9:27 – “And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week, but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate.”

This is the last section of the seventy sevens – one seven.


The Jews swore allegiance to Rome (and the emperor) in exchange for help against the Ptolemys and Seluecids (the ancestors of the generals of Alexander the Great).  Rome was more than willing to help out.  Then the Jews wanted to throw them off and rebelled against them.  There were several incidents, one of which led to Pontius Pilate being less than firm with them on Jesus’ behalf.

The Jewish rebellion that touched off the siege of Jerusalem started in 66 AD in Caesarea.  In actuality, this was Jewish retaliation against some Hellenists who vandalized a synagogue there.  The Roman garrison didn’t interfere.  In defiance, the son of the high priest forbid prayers and sacrifices for the Roman empire and led an attack on the Roman garrison in Jerusalem.  This touched off the hostilities between Jews and Romans.


Titus father, Vespasian, was given command of putting the Jews down by Nero.  He later went to claim the throne in Rome after Nero died and left Titus to take over.  Titus was so zealous to destroy the Jews that he sought out bands that plagued the area many years after Jerusalem fell.  He only stopped when his father died and he became emperor.


In the end, the temple was destroyed and Jerusalem was left desolate.

Questions for Chapter 9

1.  What did Daniel find to prompt his prayer?

2.  During his prayer, what did Daniel say about God?

3.  During his prayer, what did Daniel say about the Jews?

4.  Ultimately, why did Daniel ask God to free the Jews?

5.  Who spoke to Daniel while he was still praying?

6.  How long did God set aside for the restoration of the people through Jesus’ birth?

7.  What was to be accomplished in this time?

8.  At the end of the seventy sevens, what will have happened?

