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Chapter 12
Dan 12:1 – “Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued. 2“Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt. 3“Those who have insight will shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. 

The end of chapter 11 ends talking about a time that is yet to come.  Daniel 11:40-45 could talk about a Messianic prophecy (and probably do).  These verses talk about the same time.  Verse 2 could be speaking of when the dead came out of the tombs when Jesus died on the cross.  Verse 3, then, would speak of those who embrace the truth and preach the gospel.

Another interpretation that is common for 11:40-12:3 is that of the end of time.  This line of thinking is what the Left Behind series came out of.  The king of the North is the Antichrist.  To me, it doesn’t seem plausible, but it is out there.


Other theories about this section of scripture range in between the two.  Some people say that this is talking about the end of times, but they will say they don’t have any idea who or what the king of the North is.  12:2-3 talks about the Day of Judgment, when the dead are raised and judged (John 5:28-29).  This is a possibility and would be my second opinion if the first was proved wrong.

Dan 12:4 – “But as for you, Daniel, conceal these words and seal up the book until the end of time; many will go back and forth, and knowledge will increase.”

Daniel is told to seal up the book until the end of time.  Look at Revelation 22:10.  There, John is told NOT to seal up the book because the time is near.  It is very likely that the two are talking about the same time.  What was the “end time” that was near in Revelation? 
Dan 12:5-7 – Then I, Daniel, looked and behold, two others were standing, one on this bank of the river and the other on that bank of the river. 6And one said to the man dressed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, “How long will it be until the end of these wonders?” 7I heard the man dressed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, as he raised his right hand and his left toward heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever that it would be for a time, times, and half a time; and as soon as they finish shattering the power of the holy people, all these events will be completed. 

Who is “Him who lives forever?” So, the man swears by God that is will last for “a time, times, and half a time.”  Where have we heard of “a time, times, and half a time” before?  Daniel 7:25 and Revelation 13:5-7.  Who are “the holy people”?  So all of these events will be completed when the Jewish people are destroyed.  That was in 70 A.D. when Titus destroyed the temple.

Dan 12:8-13 – As for me, I heard but could not understand; so I said, “My lord, what will be the outcome of these events?” 9He said, “Go your way, Daniel, for these words are concealed and sealed up until the end time. 10“Many will be purged, purified and refined, but the wicked will act wickedly; and none of the wicked will understand, but those who have insight will understand. 11“From the time that the regular sacrifice is abolished and the abomination of desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days. 12“How blessed is he who keeps waiting and attains to the 1,335 days! 13“But as for you, go your way to the end; then you will enter into rest and rise again for your allotted portion at the end of the age.”


How many years is 1,290 days?  Just a few days over 3 ½ years (1279 days).  Thus, this section is probably an expansion of the “time, times, and half a time” from vs. 7.  Anyone who is makes it just another 45 days passed the end of that time will be blessed.


This is very difficult to understand, but it is easier if you let the Bible interpret the Bible.  This all ties in with Revelation 13-17, so let’s look at that.  The 1290 days matches the 42 months in Revelation 13:5.  What happens at the end of that 42 months (Revelation 17:14)?  Jesus wins!

Please remember that these 3 ½ times, 42 months, and 1290 days are NOT literal periods of time.  Three and a half is half of seven, which represents perfection and God.  Half of that is imperfection, or not God.  The things that are happening to Lord’s people are happening because of evil, not good.


At the end of the book, the man tells Daniel to go about his ways and enter into his rest (die), but he will rise again at the end of the age.  In other words, Daniel will be given what is due him, just like we all are.  Nothing more is known about the prophet’s life.
Questions for Chapter 12

1.  What does the man tell Daniel concerning the end of the time?

2.  This chapter mentions “a time, times, and half a time.”  Where else in the book of Daniel is this mentioned?  What about the rest of the Bible?

3.  What does the man tell Daniel will happen at the end of the 1290 days?  What about at the end of the 1335 days?

4.  What do we learn about Daniel’s life and death in the book of Daniel?

