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Chapter 1
Dan 1:1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 

Jehoiakim took the throne in 608 BC.  The Babylonians did not call the first year of a king's reign the "first year."  They called it the "Ascension year."  The Jews, however, called it the "first year."  Here, Daniel is using the Babylonian system of reckoning.  The books of Kings and Chronicles use the Judean system.  Therefore, they record that the siege began in the "fourth year" of Jehoiakim's rule.

1:2 The Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the vessels of the house of God; and he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, and he brought the vessels into the treasury of his god.

Right at the beginning of the book, we see that God is in control of the nations of the world.  Genesis 10:10 says that Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh are in the land of Shinar.  This is an area of Mesopotamia between the Tigris and Euphrates river; this area of land is in modern day Iraq.

1:3 - Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, the chief of his officials, to bring in some of the sons of Israel, including some of the royal family and of the nobles, 

Daniel was a young man when taken to Babylon in the very first deportation (the 3rd year of Jehoiakim - 606 BC).  He was a member of the Jewish aristocracy - the ruling class of Israel (Dan 1:3,4).  
1:4 - youths in whom was no defect, who were good-looking, showing intelligence in every branch of wisdom, endowed with understanding and discerning knowledge, and who had ability for serving in the king’s court; and he ordered him to teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans. 

Daniel and the other boys were probably handsome and certainly intelligent men.  Chaldea, in the book of Daniel, is the Neo-Babylonian Empire.

1:5 - The king appointed for them a daily ration from the king’s choice food and from the wine which he drank, and appointed that they should be educated three years, at the end of which they were to enter the king’s personal service.

The problem here is that the food from the king's table would include meats that the Jews considered "unclean."  This would defile the Jews involved in this training.

1:6 & 7 -  Now among them from the sons of Judah were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. Then the commander of the officials assigned new names to them; and to Daniel he assigned the name Belteshazzar, to Hananiah Shadrach, to Mishael Meshach and to Azariah Abed-nego.

Daniel means "God is my Judge" and Belteshazzar means "the Prince of Bel."  Bel is the Chaldean equivalent of the god Ba'al.  Hananiah means "The Lord has favored" and Shadrach "Command of Aku."  Mishael means "Who is like God?" and Meshach "Who is like Aku?"  Aku was the Babylonian god of the moon, the Roman Luna.  Azariah means "the Lord helps" and Abednego means "servant of Nego," the equivalent of Roman Mercury.  Notice how similar their Babylonian names are to their Jewish names.  It seems the Babylonian who renamed them was trying to capture the essence of their “real” name when they were given new names.
1:8 & 9 - But Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile himself with the king’s choice food or with the wine which he drank; so he sought permission from the commander of the officials that he might not defile himself. Now God granted Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the commander of the officials,

Here again God is at work to bring about his purpose.  He causes Daniel to find favor in the eyes of the prince of the eunuchs.  Remember that the prince of the eunuchs had control over these boys.  He was a slave master and could do anything (within reason) to see that the boys obey the king’s commands.
1:10-16 -  and the commander of the officials said to Daniel, “I am afraid of my lord the king, who has appointed your food and your drink; for why should he see your faces looking more haggard than the youths who are your own age? Then you would make me forfeit my head to the king.” But Daniel said to the overseer whom the commander of the officials had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, “Please test your servants for ten days, and let us be given some vegetables to eat and water to drink. “Then let our appearance be observed in your presence and the appearance of the youths who are eating the king’s choice food; and deal with your servants according to what you see.”
So he listened to them in this matter and tested them for ten days. At the end of ten days their appearance seemed better and they were fatter than all the youths who had been eating the king’s choice food.  So the overseer continued to withhold their choice food and the wine they were to drink, and kept giving them vegetables.

In verse 12, Daniel asks for a 10 day trial period.  Obviously, the Lord was at work here.  No one eating vegetables for ten days would be fatter than others that eat all the meats they can get.  This is the start of tension between the four Jewish youths and the rest of the boys who become the king’s advisors.  Because Daniel and the other three are in better shape than the rest, the overseer doesn’t allow any of the boys to eat the king’s choice foods.
1:17 - Now As for these four youths, God gave them knowledge and intelligence in every branch of literature and wisdom; Daniel even understood all kinds of visions and dreams.

God gave the four boys knowledge.  As you look at Daniel's interpretation of dreams and visions notice that GOD is ALWAYS the one that tells Daniel what they mean and Daniel gives the credit of the interpretation to God (for example, look at Daniel 2:28)  Just as Joseph says in Gen 40:8, "Do not interpretations belong to God?"  Notice that only Daniel was given understanding of visions and dreams and throughout the book.

1:18-21 - Then at the end of the days which the king had specified for presenting them, the commander of the officials presented them before Nebuchadnezzar.  The king talked with them, and out of them all not one was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king’s personal service. As for every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king consulted them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and conjurers who were in all his realm. And Daniel continued until the first year of Cyrus the king.

Because they had been given knowledge by God, they were not only better than the other youths with which they were trained, but ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in the kingdom!  The first year of Cyrus' reign was 536 BC making the third year of his reign 533 BC, which means that Daniel lived to at least the age of 81 (that is if he was taken at about the age of 10 in 608 BC).
Questions about Chapter 1
1.  When did Nebuchadnezzar besiege Jerusalem?  Who was the Jewish king?

2.  Who was in control of the battle that was fought?  How do we know?

3.  Where did the vessels of the house of God end up?  Where is this place?

4.  Who is Ashpenaz?  What connection did he have with Daniel?  

5.  What social class did Daniel come from?  How do we know?

6.  Read vs. 4 again.  Why do you think Nebuchadnezzar wanted boys that fit these qualifications?

7.  What function were the chosen boys going to hold?  What were they given as a result of this?
8.  What were Daniel and the three other boys Jewish names?  What Babylonian names were they given?

9.  Why did Daniel and the other three refuse the king’s food?

10.  What test to Daniel ask to be conducted?

11.  What was the result of that test?

12.  What special gifts did God give Daniel and the other three?

13.  At the end of three years, what happened to the boys?  Did they fare well?

14.  How long did Daniel serve the Babylonian kings?  About how old was he when he died?
