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This week, I’ve been listening to a local radio station that made the decision to play Christmas music all day, everyday, until Christmas.  I’ve got to say, I never knew there were so many ways to sing “I’ll Be Home for Christmas”!  One of the songs I heard a lot this week, God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen, has the words “O tidings of comfort and joy.”  That got me thinking about how Jesus brings us comfort and joy.


One of the things Christ is called by people is The Comforter.  Turn with me if you will to John 14:16-17 and 14:25-26.  
16“I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Comforter, that He may be with you forever; 17that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.
25“These things I have spoken to you while abiding with you. 26“But the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.


These passages say that the Holy Spirit is a Comforter because He will help the apostles remember all the things Jesus taught them.  If you look in verse 16, though, you’ll notice that it says “another Comforter” who is the Holy Spirit.  For there to be another, there had to be a first Comforter, and that Comforter was Jesus.  He was there to help the apostles follow the right path.  He was there to console them in times of trouble and pat them on the back when they did something well.  Jesus was the apostles’ Comforter.

Turn to 2 Corinthians 1:3-5.  These are Paul’s opening thoughts to the Corinthians.  Here, as with most of his letters, Paul writes a doxology, or a glorification of God.
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 4who comforts us in all our affliction so that we will be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 5For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through Christ.


We see here in verse 3 that God grants us comfort in our afflictions.  Verse 5 tells us that that comfort comes through Christ.  He is also our Comforter today.  Paul wrote something similar in 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17, if you look over there. 
16Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us eternal comfort and good hope by grace, 17comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and word.

In this passage, Paul says that Jesus and God have given us eternal comfort, and they also tell us how they give us that comfort – it comes through grace.  If we started an in-depth study of grace right now, it would take me all day to get through, but I want to look at just one passage to show how God’s grace gives us comfort.  Turn over to Romans 5:20-21.

20The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21so that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

This is nothing new to Christians.  Jesus gives us comfort because it is through His death that we are freed from our sins.  This is also where the “joy” in “comfort and joy” comes in.

Since we’re already in Romans, turn to Romans 14:16-17.
16Therefore do not let what is for you a good thing be spoken of as evil; 17for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.


Paul is telling us here that the kingdom of God is righteousness, peace and joy, not eating and drinking.  It is not physical, but rather spiritual.  If you turn the page to Romans 15:13, we can see that Paul also writes
13Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.


Again, Paul mentions peace and joy here.  As Christians, we are to be full of joy and peace because of our belief in Jesus.  Paul expands this list even more in Galatians 5:22, where he writes
22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

How can our belief in Jesus bring us all of the things mentioned here in Galatians?  I think the Bible is clear that our joy should come in two ways.  Both of these ways are found in 1 Peter 1:3-9.  

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 7so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 8and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in 
Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.

In verses 8-9, Peter says because we should rejoice with inexpressible joy that we have the salvation of our souls.  It is through Jesus we have this salvation, and thus we would have no joy if Jesus hadn’t come.  This salvation, then, is the first way in which Jesus brings us joy.

The second way Jesus gives us joy is found in verse 6.  Here Peter says that we ought to greatly rejoice, even though we are persecuted, or distressed by various trials.  This same sentiment is echoed in James 1:2-4, if you’ll turn over there with me.
2Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.


This second way that Jesus brings us joy is a little hard to come to terms with.  The words are easy to understand.  The difficulty comes in believing and applying this in our lives. James writes that we should consider it a joyous, happy thing when we encounter trials, because, in the end, it can bring about our perfection.

I’ve always thought of this kind of like special forces training in the military.  When you go into training for the Army rangers or the Navy SEALs, they only let you sleep for a couple of hours a night, if you’re lucky.  They make you do things that you might not be able to physically do even on your best day.  It is a barrage of one demanding thing after another.  You can quit any time you want, but they never let up.  They do it to weed out the physically and mentally weak who can’t cope with the stresses you have to undergo.


In the book of James, I see him telling us the same things.  We are soldiers of Christ.  The trials we undergo put us through God’s special forces training.  Some Christians fall out of the training, and may even fall away from the faith because of their trials.  But those who can stay the course, no matter what comes at them, grow that much closer to perfection.


These trials, Jesus makes it clear in John 15:18-20, come because we are now His people and have separated ourselves from the world.  So, Jesus brings us joy also because of the persecution we undergo in His name.

Perhaps one of the best passages that bring these two ideas of comfort and joy together is found in Hebrews 12:5-10.  Remember that this book was written to Jews who’d converted to Christianity, but were considering going back to Judaism because of the difficulties and trials they underwent.
5and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, Nor faint when you are reproved by Him; 6For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, And He scourges every son whom He receives.”  7It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8But if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live? 10For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, so that we may share His holiness.

The word “exhortation” in verse 5 is the exact same Greek word used as “comfort” in the passages we read earlier.  Here, the author is telling us that we should take comfort in the knowledge that our Father allows us to undergo trials because it means He loves us and wants us to share in His holiness.


We aren’t the only sons and daughters of God to be persecuted.  Think of Jesus, who did everything right, but underwent a horrific, painful death.  If God wouldn’t spare His Son, why should we think he’d spare us?  And more importantly, why would we WANT Him to spare us?


Just as the song said, Jesus’ coming certainly brings tidings of comfort and joy.  Romans 6:10 tells us that these tidings are not just for the Jews, but to all the people in the world.  Romans 6:10 says
10For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.


But we aren’t just given that salvation.  The Bible also makes it clear in passages like Acts 2:38 and Romans 6:4-7 that we must be baptized for us to be free of our sins.  If you haven’t entered into that salvation, we offer you the chance today.  The water is ready.  You can take comfort in Christ and feel the joy He gives inside you.

If you are already a member of Christ’s body, you already know that comfort and feel that joy, or at least I hope you do.  If you don’t, maybe there’s a reason for that you’d like to talk about.  Our arms are open.

If you have a need, please come forward as we stand and sing.
