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If you will, turn over to 1 Corinthians, chapter 16.  This final chapter of the book is the greetings section that Paul includes in nearly every one of his letters.  Verses 5-12 and 15-20 are the list of people that Paul mentions or greets.  Verses 21-24 is Paul’s signature – the way he gave his stamp of approval to the book.  What I’d like to look at this morning is verses 13 and 14.  It’s interesting to me that, in the midst of his hellos to different people, he’d insert these two verses that seem out of place.  They say

1 Corinthians 16:13-14
13Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. 14Let all that you do be done in love.
The first thing to remember when looking at these verses is that Paul writes these words to the Corinthian church after a long letter of reproof and correction.  The Corinthian church had problems, some very severe.  To me, this is Paul’s list of Christian principles to live by.  He reminds them one last time how they should live.
The first and foremost thing Paul tells them is to be on the alert.  Why would Paul tell them that?  What do Christians have to be watchful of?  The scriptures are clear that we must be on the lookout for false teachers and their lies, and the Corinthians were already contending with a lot of inconsistencies and problematic doctrine.  Let’s turn to 2 Peter 2:1.
1But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.
From this point, Peter devotes a third of his letter to describing false teachers.  Paul talks about false doctrine in almost every one of his letters to churches.  Even in the years following Jesus’ death, false teachers had arisen and infiltrated the church.  Paul wants the Corinthians to be on their guard against it.  We only need to look back to 1 Corinthians 5 to see just how much correction needed to happen in Corinth.
Another way we should be alert is to opportunities to spread the gospel and do good works.  Titus 3:1 tells us we should be ready for every good deed.  We do this so, as Jesus says in Matthew 6:20, we can store up for ourselves treasures in heaven.
Lastly, we must be alert for the Second Coming.  Turn with me to Matthew 24:42-44.  Jesus is speaking here to His disciples about His return.
42“Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming. 43“But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what time of the night the thief was coming, he would have been on the alert and would not have allowed his house to be broken into. 44“For this reason you also must be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will.
We must be ready for the return of the Christ.  After His coming, it’s too late to do anything else.
The next principle that Paul gives the Corinthian church in 1 Corinthians 16:13 is to stand firm in the faith.

As Christians, we must believe whole-heartedly what we affirmed on the day of our baptism:  that is, that Christ is the Son of God and we have forgiveness through His death.  If you’ll turn over to 2 Timothy 4:2, Paul writes
2preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.
We should be firm enough in our faith to be able to defend it at any time, as Paul writes here, or be studied enough to be able to reprove, rebuke, and exhort our fellow brethren.
Let’s also look at 1 Peter 3:15, which says

15but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;
Here Peter says that we must always be ready to explain why we have the hope that is inside us.  The only way we can do that is if we are firm in our faith.
I don’t know how many of you used to sell things, but I used to sell Kirby vacuum cleaners.  It’s difficult, if not impossible, to sell something you don’t believe in, and your faith is the same way.  You must be convicted enough to tell about Jesus when asked, and that happens when we are standing firm in our faith.

Standing firm in our faith also means that we won’t be swayed by false doctrine.  Turn with me to Ephesians 4:14.

14As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;
Our faith should be an anchor for us, something that keeps us in the correct place, no matter what is happening around us.  If we do not have faith, we can be tossed about by the winds of false doctrine.  In 2 Timothy 2:15, Paul writes
15Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.
Those who are standing firm in the faith can also handle the word of truth accurately because they have studied and know good doctrine from false doctrine.

The third principle that Paul tells the Corinthians in 1 Corinthians 16 is to act like men and be strong.  How can Christians be strong?  Let’s look at Romans 12:1-2.
1Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 2And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
As Christians, we are to be different.  We are not supposed to give in to the pressures of the world.  We aren’t supposed to look and act like those around us.  Colossians 3:1-2 says

1Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.
We are to set our minds on the things above, in heaven, not on the things of this earth.  In other words, we are to be spiritually minded, not physically minded.

Finally, Paul tells the Corinthians in chapter 16 to do everything in love.  Love is the great problem-solver.  If you turn back to 1 Corinthians 13, Paul wrote an entire section in this letter about love.  Often, this section is read at weddings.  While it’s true that we should interact with our spouse with love, it shouldn’t stop there.
A few weeks ago, I talked about selfishness being the root of all sin.  One thing I said in that lesson was that selfishness is the opposite of love.  When we do something out of love rather than some other motivation, it’s very hard to do something bad or wrong.  Of course, we have the best example of an action done in love with Jesus willingly going to the cross.

Why would Paul end his letter to the Corinthians with this list of principles to live by?  We have to remember that the church at Corinth was full of problems.  They were a church on the edge, and any little thing could push them over.

We must also realize that the same thing could happen to us.  Let’s look at Hebrews 6:4-6.
4For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame.
Paul knows what could happen if the Christians in Corinth fall away – if they don’t stand firm in the faith.  I’m sure that you know people who believed and then fell away.  It’s painful to think that they’ve had the eternal life God promised us, but threw it away for the world.  There are a multitude of examples of people in the Bible who are workmen for the Lord – people like Paul who strived for their crown of righteousness.

If we follow Paul’s Christian principles to live by, then we can be assured of our crown.  There have probably been times in your life when you were tempted to compromise your doctrinal position, and it’s times like those we have to remember these verses from 1 Corinthians that we should stand firm in the faith and be on guard.
