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When tragedy befalls someone, the most common question asked is “Why me?”  It’s a natural reaction to a trial that occurs.  For Christians, sometimes it’s a more difficult question to grapple with because of our faith.  If we’re doing what God wants, shouldn’t we be blessed with good things instead of tried with bad things?


This morning, I wanted to look at the age old question of why bad things happen to us with a Christian perspective.  I’m sure that you’ve had something happen in your life that leaves you wondering why this is happening to you.  Sometimes those events are bigger than others.  When I was in high school, I wondered why I got a low grade on a test.  Little did I know how truly unimportant that was compared to some other things that happen.  About two years before Chris and I left Indiana, a woman attending the church where I worshipped lost her husband rather suddenly to an illness.  She’d already lost a son several years before to an illness.  She, understandably, was wondering why all this was happening to her and her family.

To start with, I want to look at our mindset relating our Christianity and trials that befall us.  I don’t know if you’ve ever heard the term “Name it, then Claim it”.  There are a large number of preachers who preach that once you become a Christian – that you “Name Christ”, everything is going to be hunky-dory – life will be beautiful for you and nothing will ever go wrong because you can “claim” your reward.  The Bible doesn’t give that same outlook at all!   Do you remember the song that says “I never promised you a rose garden”?  God never promised his faithful a rose garden.  He never promised us a good life.  What he did promise us was a good after-life.  Turn with me to 1 Peter 1:6-7.
6In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 7so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

1 Peter was written to a group of Christians in Rome who were being burned at the stake because of their faith.  Peter is telling his audience that trials will befall them.  In John 15:20, if you’ll turn over there, Jesus himself tells us that we will be persecuted.

20“Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also.


As Christians, we need to prepare ourselves for trials that will occur.  We can’t be deluded into a false sense of security, thinking that nothing will happen to us because we’re Christians.  Satan will try to shake us out of our faith using any means necessary.


Now that we know that trials will befall us, let’s look at the attitude we should have when they happen.  Let’s look back at 1 Peter first, since we’ve already read a part of it.  Turn back to 1 Peter 1.  This time, though, I’m going to read verses 6-9.
6In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 7so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 8and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.

Peter tells us that trails are going to occur, AND we should rejoice with inexpressible joy and glory because of them.  That glory comes because we are going to obtain the salvation of our souls.  It is through these trials that come upon us that we are going to receive our eternal life.

If you’ll turn over to James 1:12, now, we see the same sentiment echoed there.

12Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

In both passages, James 1 and 1 Peter 1, it talks about the proving of our faith, and this is why we should rejoice because of trials that happen to us.  Look over at 1 Corinthians 10:13.
13No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.

The Greek word for “temptation” in this passage could be translated as either temptation or trial.  In Greek, it’s the same word.  God only allows us to be tempted and tried to a point.  He looks at the trial or the temptation before it’s ever put upon us and makes sure we can stand up under it.  We are told to rejoice because God is allowing our faith to be put to the test, but He knows we can take it.  It’s a little hard to think that God allowed some of his followers to be burned at the stake, as Peter describes in 1 Peter.  But God knew that the faith of those Christians was strong enough that they weren’t going to renounce God before being put to death.

Trials today are no different than they were back then.  When we are faced with something, we have two choices.  We can turn away from our faith, or we can use our faith as a crutch.  Yes, standing firm in our faith may lead to our deaths like it did to those Christians back then, but we were given an example to follow in Jesus, and He was put to death as well.


Let’s look at Paul’s example in the face of trial.  We find it in Philippians 1:21-24.  When Paul wrote this letter, he was in prison in Rome, not sure if he was going to soon be executed or released.

21For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22But if I am to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which to choose. 23But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better; 24yet to remain on in the flesh is more necessary for your sake. 25Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy in the faith,

We see here that, on one hand, Paul wanted to die because he knew he’d be with Christ.  On the other hand, he knew he still had work to do.  Paul, when faced with this trial, didn’t see death as something to fear but something to embrace.


Now, if we are going to stand firm in our faith, if we’re going to rely upon it instead of turn away from it, then we must glory in it.  We must give credit where credit is due.  It is our faith that helps us over the rough spots.


Because of this, it is our faith that we are showing to the world.  When we, as Christians, react differently to suffering and sorrows than most people in the world, people around us see Christ living in us.  Turn with me to Matthew 5:14-16.
14“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; 15“nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16“Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.


Nothing glorifies God so much as a person who praises God right after something horrible by the world’s standards has happened to them.  Job is the perfect example of this.  When he had his livestock stolen, his fields burned, and his sons and daughters die in an earthquake, Job did what we should do – he praised God.


1 Corinthians 10:31 tells us that everything we do should be for the glory of God.  That includes standing up under whatever trials come upon you.


In closing this morning, we need to change our thinking about trials, first and foremost in knowing that they will come.  When you prepare for something, you are better able to cope with it.  This is no different.  If we prepare ourselves mentally and spiritually, expecting things to befall us, we are better able to stand firm against them.

Our attitude in dealing with trials is just as important as knowing they’ll show up at our door someday.  We should realize that God is testing our faith.  James 1:2-4 says

2Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

That test brings about perfection, a perfection which will grant us the crown of life, as it says in James 1:12.


Furthermore, when our faith does not falter, we glorify God, and that is what our service to Him is all about.

While this lesson was meant to be one of exhortation and encouragement, we’d like to extend you the opportunity to join the body of Christ this morning.  While I can’t promise you a wonderful life here on Earth, God has promised you a wonderful life beyond it.


If you have any need, whether it’s prayers, forgiveness, baptism, or something else, will you please come forward as we stand and sing.
