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Even in the six months since I started preaching here, I’ve been called a pastor on numerous occasions and even a priest by one person.  I know people are well-intentioned when they call me this, but they’re also misinformed.  When I correct them and say I’m a preacher, they often ask, “Well, what’s the difference?”

A lot of people who attend the church of Christ will correct someone who calls their speaker a pastor, but they DON’T actually know what the difference is themselves.  So, this morning, I’d like to give a little vocabulary lesson.


Let’s first look at PASTOR.  You might be surprised to find out that the word is actually only used once in the entire New Testament to mean someone in a place of authority within the church.  Turn with me to Ephesians 4:11-12.  This is where Paul is describing what God had given the church so it could do its work. 
11And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;

The word “pastor” in verse 11 here is the Greek word “poimen” which means “shepherd.”  The word “poimen” is used 17 times in the New Testament, both literally and figuratively.  If you read Luke 2:8, it talks about the shepherds who were in the fields at the time of Christ’s birth.  That is the word “poimen.”  It’s also used figuratively, like in Hebrews 13:20 and 1 Peter 2:25, where it calls Jesus the Shepherd.  Since the Lord didn’t give literal shepherds to the church, we must understand this passage from Ephesians to be figurative shepherds.  But who were they?

For a good picture of this, turn to Acts 20:17-18.

17From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the church. 18And when they had come to him, he said to them,
and then, down in verse 28, Paul says
28“Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.

We can see here that Paul thinks of the elders as shepherds of the church.  Is it any wonder, then, that he wrote in Ephesians, the book to the church at Ephesus, that the “poimen” were given to the church to guide them?  So, pastors are supposed to be shepherds of God’s flock, or in other words, the elders of a congregation.


Can pastors or elders as they are more often called, do other jobs in the church? Of course they can!  In fact, one of the requirements of becoming an elder (or pastor) is that they must be able to teach and preach.  But not everyone who preaches and teaches should be called a pastor, nor do most even qualify!  I don’t, so I try to make it clear to people who ask, “Are you the pastor?” that, no, I’m not a pastor.


Another term that is popular in describing someone in my position is MINISTER.  The Greek word translated as “minister” is “diakonos,” and is used in passages like Romans 15:16, Ephesians 3:7, Ephesians 6:21, and Colossians 1:23.  


Let’s look at this last one.  Turn over to Colossians 1:23.
23if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister.

Here, Paul says that he was made a minister.  That is the word “diakonos,” which literally means means “servant.”  Look up at Colossians 1:7.
7just as you learned it from Epaphras, our beloved fellow bond-servant, who is a faithful servant of Christ on our behalf,

The word translated “servant” in verse 7 here is the same as that in verse 23.  Knowing that “minister” really means “servant”, you can see that anyone who serves in some capacity can be a minister.  Deacons, preachers, teachers, and bathroom cleaners are all ministers, as far as the Greek term goes.  In fact, everyone who belongs to the church should be a minister in some manner.  We are all called to be servants.  In fact, the word “minister” can also be a verb meaning “to serve.”  You can see this if you read Philemon 1:13.

So, while it is technically true that I am a “minister”, that is, a “servant” of Christ and of the church here, I don’t like to use it because of the denominational connotation that it now has.  The denominational world tends to use minister to mean the man or woman, nowadays, which does the talking at services.  They are the only ones who the denominational world considers to be ministers, where the truth is that I am just as much a minister here at Old Spanish Trail as the people who clean the building every week.  So, “minister” or “diakonos” is anyone who does service for the Lord.

A third term that is used to describe my position, and one I tend to like more than others, is PREACHER.  It is a word that is found many times in the New Testament.  Let’s look at Romans 10:14.
14How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher?  


After reading this verse, you probably have a pretty good idea of what the Greek word for “preacher” means.  The word is “kerusso” which means “herald, or proclaimer”.  As it alludes to in Romans 10, you can’t hear unless someone proclaims it.  In fact, the word “kerusso” is used, at least in accurate translations, exclusively to mean someone who proclaims the gospel to those who are lost.

We should, then, all be preachers as well as ministers.  We should all serve, but we are also all supposed to proclaim the good news.  Jesus commissioned the apostles to go out and preach the gospel to all the lost.  Our task is the same.  Now, you might not be doing it from a pulpit, but that doesn’t mean you’re not a preacher.

Another title given, much like preacher, is EVANGELIST.  This is a word used only three times in scripture.  One is in Ephesians 4:11, the passage we read at the beginning that also mentions pastor.  A second use is in Acts 21:8 in describing Philip, and the last is in 2 Timothy 4:5, where Paul charges Timothy to do the work of an evangelist.


The word translated “evangelist” in all three cases is the Greek word “euaggelistes”, which means “bringer of good news.”  In effect, it is more specific than “preacher” because the word for evangelist specifies what is being proclaimed.


Today, the word “evangelist” is synonymous with “missionary”.  Most people think of an evangelist as someone who travels around preaching the gospel, but travel is actually not necessarily implied in the Greek.  We can and should all be evangelists right where we are.  If you are talking to people about Christ, you’re an evangelist.  Just as in the case of preacher and minister, the term “evangelist” should apply to all of us.


The last term I’d like to look at this morning is TEACHER.  This is another word that is used numerous times throughout the New Testament.  Let’s turn to 2 Timothy 1:11.

11for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle and a teacher.

Paul tells Timothy here that he was appointed as a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher.  The Greek word for “teacher” is “didaskalos” which means “instructor or teacher.”  In the broadest sense, this means to teach anything.  The writers of the New Testament use the word “didaskalos”, for the most part, to mean teaching doctrine.


You’ll notice that Paul makes delineates here between preaching and teaching.  There are a lot of people out there who say you are preaching if you are talking to non-Christians, while you are teaching if you are talking to Christians.  I don’t necessarily agree with that, simply because you can preach the gospel to Christians and teach non-Christians.  I like to think of the difference based on what material is being covered.  If you are proclaiming the gospel, you’re preaching.  If you’re covering something else, such as doctrine, then you’re teaching.

The Bible makes is clear that we should all be teachers as well.  It puts some limitations on who can teach whom, but we should all be teachers, preachers, ministers, and evangelists.  The burden is not just on the preacher in a congregation or its elders, which is becoming more and more prominent in the church and the denominational world.  Everyone needs to be preaching, teaching, evangelizing, and ministering.  Some say that the elders, deacons, and preacher should do it because they know more about the Bible and where to find things.  Sadly, I think that’s true today because people don’t study as much as they should.  But we all should know just as much as any elder or preacher out there.  We should all be ready to give an answer to the hope within us.

Each of us is given the opportunity daily to be a preacher, a teacher, an evangelist, and a minister.  It is up to us to make use of those opportunities.  This morning, I’d like to extend to each one of you an opportunity.  For those of you who aren’t Christians, you have the opportunity to make yourself right with God.  We can baptize you for the remission of your sins.  For those who are Christians, you have the opportunity to bring before us anything that you’d like to share with us.  If you have a need, will you please come forward as we stand and sing.
